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Kickoff Sunday
Ministry Fair a Success.
What’s Next?
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A Community in the Model of Christ

From the Pastor...
One of the things that make transitions challenging is
the notion of uncertainty amid so many possibilities.

The vast and wide road ahead, alongside
the dynamics of not knowing what exactly
is ahead can make for disruptive and
anxious times.
And just like the communities of faith and faithful
people before us, what we do know is that we’re in
it together, that God is, somewhere, alongside of us,
nudging us and encouraging us along.
During times of transition one note of clarity that
helps to manage this uncertainty is the assurance
of who we are, what we call identity, as God’s
people. While many of us want to quickly organize
for purpose, longing for a clear and concise mission
statement, it is, in actuality, our identity, our very
ways of being as God’s people that gives us fertile
ground for growing in a particular direction. So, from
the urgency to create strategies and plans for “doing”
more, it is, in fact, counterintuitive to first pause and
explore, with the best of curiosity, who we are.

For moderns whose efficacy is selfsufficient determinacy this counterintuitive
‘pause’ may seem lazy and fruitless.

Times of transition, as in every epoch of faith
communities long before us, are determined by this
willingness to lean into the common identity of God’s
presence in Word, whether the people of Israel in
Exodus or Exile, the disciples learning and listening to
the living, breathing Word/Christ, or the early church
being amazed at God’s deeds of power through the
Holy Spirit.
In this time of transition, I guess my question for us is
how will we, collectively and individually, pause to listen
to one another, and to God’s Word among us, and to
resist the anxiety that doing all the things equates with
being faithful?

The Good News is that there are more than
enough opportunities for us as God’s faithful
people to slow down and listen, to receive
God’s Word gladly and to hear and learn it.
This is to keep the main thing the main thing. For as in
any community, seeking to be the best that it can be,
its truest source of power is its identity, who it is. We
who are called by Christ and the Spirit to be church in
this place and time are continually being called to listen.
Let us be drawn to be in tune with listening ears to the
resonance of God’s Spirit already in our midst.

And yet, this is precisely why sabbath has been such
a staple for God’s people. It is not merely resting
from our labors, it is resting in patient waiting for
God’s Word about us.
Martin Luther writes about this in his explanation to
the third commandment on the Sabbath: “we are to
fear and love God so that we do not despise God’s
Word, or neglect it, but gladly hear and learn it.”

Celebrate Pastor Gretchen!
October 9, 10 AM
Come celebrate Pastor Gretchen’s 20th
anniversary of ordination!
On Sunday, October 9th, at 10:00 am, we will
gather in the Fellowship Hall to celebrate the
many blessings Pastor Gretchen’s 20 years
of ordained service have bestowed upon the
community of Christ.
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This Month at Our Redeemer’s
IN THIS NEWSLET TER

October 1, Saturday

9 AM - Liturgical Arts Team

October 2, Sunday
BLESSING OF THE PETS

9 AM - Informal Worship
Sprouts: 9 AM | In-Person
10 AM - O-ROCK Youth Classes & Confirmation | Downstairs
10 AM - Adult Forum | Fellowship Hall
11 AM - Traditional Worship
12:15 PM - Blessing of the Pets | Front Patio
			
9 AM - Quilters | Fellowship Hall
6:30 PM - LiVE - Engaging Younger Generations | Online
7 PM - Faith Formation Meeting

2 FROM THE PASTOR
4 WORSHIP & MUSIC

October 3, Monday

6 FAITH FORMATION
8 SOCIAL JUSTICE

October 4, Tuesday

12:30 PM - Staff Meeting
1 PM - Psalms for Autumn Bible Study | Our Redeemer’s (preceded
by 12:45 PM Centering Prayer)
6:30 PM - LiVE - Synod-Wide Weekly Bible Study | Online
7:15 PM - Racial Justice Advocates

October 5, Wednesday

10:30 AM - Bible Study | Zoom
6:30 PM - LiVE - Intro to Womanist Interpretation | Online
6:30 PM - Kid’s Choir
7 PM - Choir Rehearsal

9 COMMUNITY

OUR REDEEMER’S STAFF
• Gretchen Mertes, Pastor
pastor.gretchen@ourredeemers.net
• David Hahn, Transition Facilitator
pastordavid@ourredeemers.net
(651)587-4417
• Phillipa Dugaw, Volunteer
Coordinator
volunteer@ourredeemers.net
• Jordan Holt, Nursery Attendant
• Karen Lee, Traditional Worship &
Music Director
karen@ourredeemers.net
• Debbie Lematta, Communications
communications@ourredeemers.net
• Mandy Neill, Welcome Minister
welcome@ourredeemers.net
• Karie Stearns, Parish Administrator
administrator@ourredeemers.net
Phone: 206-783-7900
Email: office@ourredeemers.net
OUR VISION: In the model of Christ
and for the life of the world, we are
an inclusive, devoted, caring, and
spiritual community that accepts
challenges, takes risks, and grows.

October 6, Thursday
7 PM - Ensemble Rehearsal
		
October 8, Saturday
9 AM - LiVE - Spirit Stirring & Story Telling | In-Person
October 9, Sunday

9 AM - Informal Worship
Sprouts: 9 AM | In-Person
10 AM - Pastor Gretchen Celebration - 20th Anniversary 		
of Ordination
10 AM - O-ROCK Youth Classes & Confirmation | Downstairs
10 AM - Adult Forum | Fellowship Hall
11 AM - Traditional Worship

October 10, Monday

9 AM - Quilters | Fellowship Hall

October 11, Tuesday

12:30 PM - Staff Meeting
12:45 AM - Centering Prayer | Our Redeemer’s
1 PM - Psalms for Autumn Bible Study | Our Redeemer’s (preceded
by 12:45 PM Centering Prayer)
6:30 PM - LiVE - Synod-Wide Weekly Bible Study | Online
6:30 PM - Executive Meeting

October 12, Wednesday

10:30 AM - Bible Study | Zoom
6:30 PM - LiVE - Intro to Womanist Interpretation | Online
6:30 PM - Kid’s Choir
7 PM - Choir Rehearsal
		
October 13, Thursday
7 PM - Ensemble Rehearsal
		
October 16, Sunday
9 AM - Informal Worship
Sprouts: 9 AM | In-Person
10 AM - O-ROCK Youth Classes & Confirmation | Downstairs
10 AM - Adult Forum | Fellowship Hall
11 AM - Traditional Worship
2 PM - Ballard Sunday Dinner | Ballard First Lutheran
3 PM - Cub Scout Fire Truck Tour | Our Redeemer’s Parking Lot
		
October 17, Monday
9 AM - Quilters | Fellowship Hall
October 18, Tuesday

12:30 PM - Staff Meeting
1 PM - Psalms for Autumn Bible Study | Our Redeemer’s (preceded
by 12:45 PM Centering Prayer)
6:30 PM - LiVE - Synod-Wide Weekly Bible Study | Online
7:15 PM - Racial Justice Advocates

October 19, Wednesday

10:30 AM - Bible Study | Zoom
6:30 PM - LiVE - Intro to Womanist Interpretation | Online
6:30 PM - Kid’s Choir
7 PM - Choir Rehearsal

October 20, Thursday

7 PM - Ensemble Rehearsal
continued next page

Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church
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This Month at Our Redeemer’s continued
continued from
previous page

October 23, Sunday

9 AM - Informal Worship
Sprouts: 9 AM | In-Person
10 AM - O-ROCK Youth Classes & Confirmation | Downstairs
10 AM - Adult Forum | Fellowship Hall
11 AM - Traditional Worship

October 24, Monday

9 AM - Quilters | Fellowship Hall

October 25, Tuesday

12:30 PM - Staff Meeting
1 PM - Psalms for Autumn Bible Study | Our Redeemer’s (preceded
by 12:45 PM Centering Prayer)
6:30 PM - LiVE - Synod-Wide Weekly Bible Study | Online

October 26, Wednesday

10:30 AM - Bible Study | Zoom
6:30 PM - LiVE - Intro to Womanist Interpretation | Online
6:30 PM - Kid’s Choir
7 PM - Choir Rehearsal

October 27, Thursday

7 PM - Ensemble Rehearsal

October 30, Sunday
CONFIRMATION
QUILT & SCHOOL KIT
BLESSING

9 AM - Informal Worship
Sprouts: 9 AM | In-Person
10 AM - O-ROCK Youth Classes & Confirmation | Downstairs
10 AM - Adult Forum | Fellowship Hall
11 AM - Traditional Worship

October 31, Monday

9 AM - Quilters | Fellowship Hall

Worship and Music
Fall Worship Celebrations
October 2, 12:15 PM - Pet Blessing
Honoring the legacy of Francis of Assisi, we hold an annual pet blessing on the first
Sunday in October. Bring in your furry, feathered, or fishy friends for a blessing,
and receive a St. Francis tag for your pet’s collar! Our pets are wonderful
companions in this life, and are a gift from God. On this Sunday, pets are invited to
be a part of worship, and the blessing will be held on the front patio at 12:15 pm. All
God’s critters are welcome!

October 30 - Reformation Sunday
Wear your red! On the high holidays in the Lutheran church we don the sanctuary
with red paraments, and wear red ourselves to celebrate the movement of God’s
Spirit in our Church. Each year, on the last Sunday in October, we remember the
beginning of the Protestant Reformation with Reformation Sunday. Sparked by Martin
Luther’s nailing the of the 95 theses to the Castle Church door on October 31, 1517
in Wittenburg, Germany, we recognize the continuing call of the Spirit to reform,
renew, and enliven our lives together as the church of God.

October 30, 11 AM - Confirmation
At 11:00 on Sunday October 30, we will celebrate the affirmation of baptism of
those students who have finished their catechetical studies of Confirmation.
They will share faith statements and help to lead the worship. Congratulations,
confirmands!
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Living Generously

“Return to the Lord your God, who is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.”

As we enter the season of harvest and thanksgiving this fall, it is the right time to count our blessings and recount to one another
how faithful and steadfast God has been to each of us. We are
Our congregation continues to share
everything we have first with God, and second with our neighbors. With inclusive and welcoming worship, wonderful
educational programming, a building that welcomes all kinds of community groups, and a deep joy of feeding and clothing those
in need, Our Redeemer’s carries forward the amazing legacy of generosity from the last 78 years.

abounding in hope!

abounding in hope

through the joyful faces of our youngest members, learning and singing about our
Our legacy is
faith and life, striving to be servants and helpers for folks in need, developing a love for Jesus and his teaching.

abounding in hope

Our legacy is
through the beautiful music of our (almost!) completed, renovated organ, our
fantastic choirs, our rockin’ ensemble, and our brilliant hand bells. Our community outreach through the Suzuki players and
music camps is a gift to the neighborhood.

abounding in hope

Our legacy is
through our generosity in sharing our financial resources with various social justice
organizations and Lutheran ministries that tend to feeding, clothing, educating, helping, supporting, and advocating for
those among us who are most in need.
We are so entirely blessed to be given this community as our family of faith. Likewise, we are blessed to have the gift being
responsible for keeping it financially healthy. This fall, we will reflect on the fact that we are
for the
future, and thankful for the present, and remembering with gratitude the faithfulness of those who carried this ministry forward.
Later this month, you will receive a packet – smaller, and simpler than in years past, with a pledge card, and a statement
of your pledge toward the mission budget for the last year, and information about where our money goes.

abounding in hope

Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church
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Faith Formation
The LiVE Project is a networked lay
learning community discerning God's
call; theologically thoughtful, culturally
responsive, and communally engaged;
connecting churches and forming Christian
public leaders; a flexible, hybrid model of
learning: Zoom and face to face.

The LiVE Project: Living into Vocational
Engagement Learn More https://rb.gy/yyfzcc
The LiVE Project is offers free adult faith formation opportunities for Our
Redeemer’s throughout the year. The courses are on Zoom as well as in-person.
Here are new, upcoming offerings starting this month.
Sign up to attend an ongoing Tuesday synod-wide evening Bible study
through the book of Acts: Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25 at 6:30-7:30 pm. Join the
conversation at this Zoom link: https://rb.gy/55wbqf.
Attend an in-person LiVE retreat October 8th. To learn more and
download the course offering pdf, go to https://www.lutheransnw.org/
ministries/the-live-project.

Youth Faith Formation - O-ROCK
“Let the little children come to me!” Matthew 19:14
O-ROCK features:
Confirmation is for those in 7th, 8th,
or 9th grades!
We now offer a one-year program, with
confirmation happening on Sunday, May
28th, 2023 - Pentecost Sunday.
All students in 7th, 8th, or 9th grade
are invited to participate. If someone
started and stopped, or they didn’t feel
like being in it, or are just super ready to
go, they are invited!
Every kid has their own path in faith and
growth, and we want to make it feel like
this is an essential part of their growing
up!
Contact Pastor Gretchen if you have
questions: pastor.gretchen@ourredeemers.
net.

Youth Faith Formation Class Schedule on
Sundays:
9 AM

Sprouts | In-Person | Downstairs

10 AM

O-ROCK Youth Classes | 		
Downstairs

10 AM

Confirmation | Downstairs

• A Robust Pre-school and Early Elementary Program!
• Confirmation Classes for our Teens!
• Remodeled classrooms!
Here is our current schedule for Fall 2022:
Sprouts - Ages 3-5 - Mr. Dana and friends continue to teach our littlest members.
Sprouts takes place during the 9am service in their classroom downstairs. Email Betsy
McGregor at bemac7309@gmail.com if you want to be added to the email list for
this age group.
Elementary O-ROCK - 6 to 10-year-old kids are invited to join us between
services their classroom downstairs. The program will include snacks, stories, and
crafts all to help our children learn about the teachings and miracles of Jesus. Our
weekly Children’s Bulletin will also be available to take home. Each bulletin provides
easy to understand bible stories and activities to help children learn about what we’ve
learned in church that Sunday.
O-ROCK for Middle School - Our 6th and 7th graders will have the opportunity
to have fun and socialize once a month through June. Details are still in the works,
and will follow via email to parents and kids of this age group. Among the things we’re
planning are Pizza and Movie Night, Capture the Flag with Nerf guns, a Pool Party in
June, and Games Night with prizes. All these events are purely social and will include
food. We are also extending the invitation to our Confirmands as well! These events
will be in lieu of Sunday morning classes.
Contact Betsy McGregor (bemac7309@gmail.com) with any questions or to be put
on our mailing list for youth classes.
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Faith Formation
Adult
Faith Formation
10 AM Sundays

Why & How
to Read
the Bible

October Adult Faith Formation:
Why and How to Read the Bible?
Sundays, 10 AM | Fellowship Hall

In times of transition, the people of God consistently turn to God, waiting for God’s
address of comfort, direction, and promises. There are a variety of ways people
of faith listen to God; one primary way has been through the reading of the
Bible. This comes, however, with significant questions for us as modern folks. The
assumptions of our worldviews seem to clash, and be in opposition to the simple
reading of the Bible as Scripture and God’s Word, not to mention the challenging texts
that characterize God and God’s people as retributive, war-mongering patriarchs.

How can we read the Bible faithfully as Christians? Why is it
even necessary to turn to Scripture, especially in times of
transition? Why and how is it this a faithful practice?
Come and wrestle with us in October’s adult formation time around the whys and
hows of reading the Bible for our time and place as faithful, and emerging Christian
leaders.
October 2:
October 9:
October 16:
October 23:
October 30:

Why Scripture? Exploring Questions, and Contradictions
Bible Reading as Scripture and God’s Word: Three Approaches
The Biblical Narrative and its Scope
Bible Reading as Spiritual Practice
Reading the Bible with Martin Luther (What makes for Lutheran
Christian Readings of the Bible?)

Psalms for Autumn - In-Person Bible Study
In-Person Bible Study with Stephanie Running

1 PM, Tuesdays, October 4, 11, 18, 25, November 1 and 8
There is an in-person Bible study starting October 4th. The group will read, discuss
and think about a Psalm for each lesson using the LECTIO DIVINA style of Bible
study. Participants will learn from each other, as the Holy Spirit leads us! Join
Stephanie Running on Tuesdays starting at 1:00 pm at Our Redeemer’s. There will
be “Centering Prayer” time 15 minutes prior to the Psalm class (12:45 pm) if
interested. It is a quiet time of preparation, relaxation, and attending.

Wednesday Bible Study via Zoom
10:30 - 12 PM Wednesdays | Zoom

Delve into the History and Archaeology of the Bible! It’s a cool opportunity to
study the Bible from Genesis to Revelation with highly qualified people. Let Carolyn
Swanson know if you are interested in Zooming in! Contact her at 206-390-7732 or
cdkswan@gmail.com.
Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church
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Social Justice
St. Luke’s
Edible Hope
Kitchen
Fundraiser
Native American Heritage Day
(aka Indigenous People’s Day)
by Lars Sveum-Hanson

Native American Heritage Day, also know as
Indigenous People's Day, is the 4th Friday of
September or the 2nd Monday of October
depending on which state is observing!
(Canada has a First Nations day on June
21st, Summer Solstice.) This special day is
designated to appreciate native cultures
and help heal past hurts of indigenous
nations both local and worldwide.
Most Native nations seek to live in harmony
with our Creator and all of creation, our
Mother Earth:
"Mataku Oyaci! All my relatives be blessed:
the 2-leggeds, the 4-leggeds, the wingeds
and the rooteds!" (Lacotah prayer)
"I love these people that live by the 10
commandments without ever hearing about
them!", George Catlin commented as he
painted and told stories of several tribes
for the Smithsonian in the early 1800s, just
after Lewis and Clark made their "Voyage of
Discovery" of the Louisiana Purchase.
In 1990, South Dakota proclaimed
a year of "truth & reconciliation" to
commemorate the centennial of the
massacre at Wounded Knee. Native
American Heritage Day is now observed as
a replacement of Columbus Day. Several
states have followed South Dakota with an
observance on the 2nd Monday of October.
President Biden declared this a national day
of observance in 2021.
American Indians have suffered pain and
hurt from years of poverty and being
marginalized and abused in America. As
Lutherans, we need to pray for energy
and imagination to be a pro-active ally of
our Native American friends, members
and neighbors! Our Racial Justice Advocates
marched with the families of Murdered &
Missing Indigenous Women at Othello Park
and helped advocate for a new Washington
state amber alert system. Come join us!
We seek new ways to build bridges of
understanding & reconciliation! Contact
Marie if interested: liebergm@gmail.com.
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October 13th,
5:30 PM at
Lagunitas Brewery
This year marks the return
to our popular fundraiser
at Lagunitas Brewery.
Tickets are priced
reasonably so that all may
attend. There will be food,
live music and a “raise the
paddle” auction along with
raffle prizes, beer, cider
and non-alcoholic drinks.
Come and bring your
friends!
Edible Hope Kitchen is a ministry of St. Luke’s, Ballard. We have been feeding those
who are hungry and vulnerable for over 30 years, five days/week. During COVID our
ministry continued without interruption as we cared for hundreds of people who had
no other resources or access to a hot meal. Your support makes all the difference!

Dear Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church
Thank you so much for your congregation's recent gift to Lutheran Community
Services Northwest. Your gift will go on to support programs like LCSNW's refugee
and immigrant programs. This program had been running a skeleton crew for the past
4 years serving roughly 250 refugees yearly. That changed urgently with the swift
withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan and now the war in Ukraine.
Now LCSNW is caring for the resettlement of 800+
Afghan refugees and Ukrainians are arriving, seeking
help, daily. Your donation helps us to grow, adjust
and serve these refugees immediately.
LCSNW offers legal support, housing navigation,
career support, and other basic needs support
to help these families and allies with their urgent
needs. Your donation helps us to quickly surround
each refugee with basic needs like housing, food,
clothing, transportation, and monetary assistance.
The photo above is from a family who arrived late
in 2021. This family is now safely living in the PNW and taking the steps to create a
sustainable life here. Thank you for helping to make their resettlement possible.

Community
Inaugural Ministry Fair a Success!
by Phillipa Dugaw, Volunteer Coordinator

We had, what I believe was our first Ministry Fair on Kickoff Sunday, and I think we
can safely say that it was a huge success! (You see, we’re allowed to do that when
it’s our first one.)
OCTOBER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Get details and schedules by clicking
here or using the QR code below.
Once on the volunteer page you can
toggle between the various needs
using the tabs at the top of the
page.
Not sure where or how to volunteer at
Our Redeemers, click here or contact
Phillipa at volunteer@ourredeemers.
net.

When I put out the call out that we would be having a Ministry Fair, ALL of our
ministry leaders were excited. They wanted to share the work that they do, and
were excited to tell others about why they do it.
Set up started on Saturday, because we needed the extra time we had no idea
where everything would go. We figured it out! When everyone came in on Sunday
morning, volunteers knew where to go and what to do. Sure, we had a few little
hiccups, but we learned and will be ready for those next year. We also realized
that for this to really work smoothly, each of our ministries need signs (not the
half sheet of paper with their name written sloppily on with sharpie). Again, minor
changes will make our next one that much better.
With the front doors open wide, the Narthex was buzzing. Our community was
exploring our “new” facility, conversations were being had at all tables, t-shirts
were being handed out, treats were being consumed in the Fellowship Hall and
YOU were signing up.
We are a community of givers who want to serve and be connected to those
things that inspire us. If you didn’t have an opportunity to sign up or you need
more time to think about joining a ministry, or you were unable to join us at
the event, we always have space for you. Contact our volunteer coordinator to
get connected - volunteer@ourredeemers.net.

FIRE TRUCK TOUR
OCTOBER 16, 3 PM

Harold and Katlin Laurence’s baby was
born September 3, 2022! His name is
Harold “Ari” Allaire Dickinson Laurence
VI. We wish the Laurence family a
lifetime of happiness and love.

What: Fire Safety Education and Fire Truck Tour!
What:
Fire Safety
Education
andpm
Fire Truck Tour!
When: October
16th
at 3:00
Where: Our Redeemer’s Parking Lot
When:
Sunday, October 16th at 3:00pm*
RSVP by Oct 6th by contacting Karie Stearns
206-783-7900, administrator@ourredeemers.net.

Where:
Our Redeemer’s Parking Lot
A packet with activities emphasizing fire safety will be sent you.
25th NW & NW 85th

*Firetrucks will stay on-site for 30-45min.*
Our contacting:
Redeemer’s Lutheran Church
RSVP by October 6th by
Karie Stearns, 206-783-7900

9

Community
E-Cycle | Recycle
Postponed
The popular fall Recycle Roundup
is postponed until next spring
due to scheduling conflicts. Next
May, we look forward to collecting
your electronics and Styrofoam at
Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church’s
parking lot. Thank you for your
help in caring for the earth and
building community.

HOLDEN SAVE THE DATE

If the stars align and everything goes according
to plan, we will have a congregational trip to
Holden Village in 2023:
Monday, July 24 through Saturday, July 29.
We will firm up the dates when Holden Village
releases its summer schedule later in the fall.
Meanwhile, save the date!

Luciafest Returns! by Marie Nordquist
December 11, 5 PM | Our Redeemer’s

Luciafest returns to Our Redeemer’s Sunday, December 11th! The Lucia Team are
happy to be “back in action”.
Our traditional Swedish celebration of Saint Lucia’s Day will have all the traditional
trappings: Sankta Lucia, her attendants, star boys, Scandinavian goodies and
dancing around the Christmas Tree.
We welcome all youth ages 5 through 18 to participate in this festival of light
and hope for the Christmas season.

Luciafest!

Rehearsals begin November 12, 9 - 11AM, with 4 rehearsals total (snacks
provided). Join us in reviving our beloved tradition, learn a little Swedish and have a
lot of fun.
For information contact Marie Nordquist, lutequist@yahoo.com.

Madonna’s
Book Group
...Field Trip!

The group meets next on
Thursday, 10/20 in the church
parking lot at noon to car pool
to Lake City Library to hear Luis
Alberto Urrea, author of THE
HOUSE OF BROKEN ANGELS,
the group’s current read. (It is
also the Seattle Reads book.)
After the talk the group will go
out to lunch to continue the
discussion. Madonna’s Book Group
meets to review books, support
each other, and share personal
journeys. Contact
buckomcneill@yahoo.com
(Lynne) if you wish to
join in.
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Community
A Welcoming Presence - A Place to Belong
by Mandy Neill, Welcome Ministry Coordinator

Ever since our doors reopened after COVID and the remodel, we’ve had visitors try
out our church almost every single Sunday.
I know for those of you who are very introverted in nature, the thought of initiating
and carrying on a conversation with a stranger might be akin to that recurring dream
where you show up to class completely naked - not something you’d voluntarily do.

Research tells us that in looking for a new
church, the number one things people
are seeking is a community to belong
to. So, let’s see how we can better make
visitors and new folks feel welcomed into
our community!
What do you think? Can we make an
effort to extend the hospitality of
Christ to the new faces we see this
month? Let’s do it!

But I’m really encouraging each and every one of us to
make it our mission to seek out new faces and extend the
hospitable love of Christ to them!
So, here’s a script with some questions you could utilize:
• “Hi. I don’t think we’ve met before. I’m ____.”
• (Because it’s hard to know who is new post-Covid) “Have you been attending
here long?”
• “How did you hear about this church?”
• “Do you live close by?”
• “Have you lived in Seattle long?”
• Or when all else fails: “I love your ____!” (Compliments at least make people feel
seen.)
If these conversation starters sound torturous, maybe just introduce yourself, ask
if they have met our welcome coordinator Mandy or Pastor Gretchen yet, and then
introduce them to us. We are making it our goal for each visitor to be welcomed/
greeted by someone each week.

Celebrating October Birthdays!
2
2
4
6
7
7
9
11
11
11
12
13
15

Tricia Kloth
Jean McCarthy
John DeTurk
Seren Kiggins
Denise Ecklund
Lily Lowe
Kari Guddal
Patrick Brady
Jenny Fredericks
Max Perry
Melanie Olson
Lake Neill
Marie Brissette

15
15
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
18
18
19
19

Marjorie Minus
Elizabeth Prentice
Katlin Dickinson-Laurence
Karen Soine
Kari Trigstad
Linda Christenson
Dave Eicke
Tim Watkins
Hannah Wetter
Elizabeth Beranek
Valerie Tung
* Maxine Hansen
Catrina Nyhus

19
22
23
23
25
26
26
27
28
30
30
31

Skylar Perry
Noel Wannebo
John Borgmeyer
Zach McCarthy-Fredericks
Paul Hendricks
John Ellingboe
Joey Niedner
Madeleine Fowler
John Gibson
Drew Barowicz
Maria Maier
Jordan Holt

*Birthday Blessings to Maxine Hansen Who is Celebrating Her 90+ Birthday in October!

We give thanks for the life of Irene Day - August 19, 2022 (b. June 27, 1919), and
Maxine Bratvold – August 30, 2022 (b. December 13, 1928).
We pray that God will bring comfort to those who grieve.
Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church
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2400 NW 85th Street
Seattle, WA 98117
www.ourredeemers.net
206-783-7900
return service requested
SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 AM Informal Service
(in-person)
11 AM Traditional Service
(in-person & online)
Stream Online at 11 AM:
Facebook
facebook.com/OurRedeemers
Zoom
https://zoom.us/j/822691346

Follow Us on Instagram!

Like Us on Facebook!

View Our YouTube Channel

