
Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 7, 2023 | 11 AM

 



Welcome! It is a joy to worship together!  
 

As a community in the model of Christ, we warmly welcome all who have come seeking God in worship 
at Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church. We welcome people of every race, gender, ethnic background, 

social status, physical ability, sexual orientation, and gender identity. Together in our diversity and as a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation, we seek to embrace the love of God offered to us in Jesus Christ.  

We gather to experience the presence of God in Word and Sacrament and to give praise to God  
who loves us unconditionally.  

WORSHIP ONLINE OR BY PHONE   

By phone: call 1-206-337-9723. Then enter this number when prompted: 822 691 346. This method 
will let you listen in, but not view the service.

•	 By Facebook Live: Go to www.facebook.com/ourredeemers. You don’t have to have a facebook 
account – it’s a public channel. 

•	 By  Zoom: Download the  Zoom app to your computer, tablet, or cell phone. It’s free! 
Click this link: https://Zoom.us/j/822691346. (Upgrade Zoom to the current version.) 

All are Welcome to Communion! Christ hosts this meal, and ALL are invited to share this feast of life 
and forgiveness. We offer pre-packaged gluten-free/juice communion elements for those who prefer 
them. Our shared communion bread is gluten free, and we provide individual cups and grape juice for the 
health of everyone gathered. Children commune at the discretion of their parents. If you do not wish to 
receive communion, we invite you to come forward to receive a blessing. To receive communion at your 
seat, please alert an usher.

OUR VISION: In the model of Christ and for the life of the world, we are an inclusive, devoted, 
caring and spiritual community that accepts challenges, takes risks and grows.

 
We are on land created by God and stewarded for generations by the indigenous ancestors of the 

Duwamish people, who are still here. We honor the Creator’s continuing presence in this land, confess our 
complicity in its brokenness, and awaken to our connectedness with all of creation.

Music reprinted under CCLI License #2540500,  
OneLicense.net #A-706853, and LicenSingOnline #L10114 

Liturgy reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
License #SAS000631

 
 
 

Welcome!

http://www.facebook.com/ourredeemers
https://Zoom.us/j/822691346
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GATHER

PRELUDE     	         "Werde munter, mein Gemute" - German Lutheran Hymn  
from Johann Pachelbel's Selected Organ Works, Volume IV, Published by Kalmus 

 

WELCOME AND SILENT PREPARATION 

*Please stand, as you are able.

*CALL TO WORSHIP	

Bless the Lord, O my soul.
O Lord God, we stand in awe at your greatness.
Your being is clothed with honor and majesty and robed in light
You stretch out the heavens like a tent, making the winds your messengers,
   and fire and flame your servants.
How great are your works, O God!
In your wisdom you created the earth and all that is within it.
In thanksgiving, let us worship and praise the Lord our God.
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*OPENING HYMN	             			   Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing

One License #00268
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*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
   the creative energy of God, 
   and the unity of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY	

Let us pray: 

Generous God,
   whose life is freely given
   in Jesus Christ our Lord:
   as you have opened for us
   your house of many rooms,
   so may we make a place
   for the rejected and unloved,
   and share in the work of peace;
   through Jesus Christ the cornerstone. 
Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING	 						                   1 Peter 2:2-10

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people: 
Our ears and hearts are open.

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
  4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in 
scripture:
  “See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
    a cornerstone chosen and precious;
  and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
  “The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the very head of the corner,”
8and
  “A stone that makes them stumble,
    and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light.
  10Once you were not a people,
    but now you are God’s people;
  once you had not received mercy,
    but now you have received mercy.

Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION				            		       	        

*THE GOSPEL  				    John 14:1-14 

The holy Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to 
the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.”
  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have 
I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father 
who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but 
if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one 
who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, 
because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”The Gospel of the 
Lord.
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY                            		                        Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life

One License: #92134

KIDS' MESSAGE  / SERMON	                           		     	              Pastor Gretchen Mertes
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*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen them 
for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, verdant 
fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of pollution, erosion, 
extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 
organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid organizations 
in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 
homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your heart. 
We pray for all who are sick. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in this 
community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going through 
transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

For what else do the people of God pray?

Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the care 
shown us by those who have gone before us. Grant confidence and comfort for all awaiting the 
place you have prepared. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and 
eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
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*PEACE			       					         

The peace of the risen Christ be with you always and everywhere.
And also with you. 

You are invited to share a sign of peace by crossing hands over your heart, or another gesture,  
saying "Peace be with you."

MEAL

GENEROSITY STORY					      

OFFERING  				    Choir - Peace I Give to You by Taylor Scott Davis

Gifts may be made online at www.ourredeemers.net/donate., or use this QR code:

http://www.ourredeemers.net/donate
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*OFFERING RESPONSE    				                         For the Beauty of the Earth 

Public Domain

of - fer - ing
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Creator God, 
Every part of nature is connected. 
Every gift we receive comes from you. 
Every moment of time is pregnant with new creation. 
We return this offering to you in wonder and gratitude. 
Amen.

*OFFERING PRAYER			         

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy God,
   our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
   in the harmonious world of your creation,
   the plants and animals,
   the seas and stars
   were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world,
   you sent your Son to heal our ills
   and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
   and gave it for all to drink, saying:
   This cup is the new covenant relationship in my blood,
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore,
   his acts of healing,
   his body given up,
   and his victory over death,
   we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
   will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
   as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
   so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
   that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
   Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
   in your holy Church,
   both now and forever.
Amen.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER

Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us in whatever version is most prayerful for you:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

     on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
  as we forgive those
      who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
  and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
  and the glory are yours,
  now and forever. Amen.



14

*INVITATION TO THE MEAL 
 
In these gifts of the earth, 
we meet the risen Christ.

 
 

All Are Welcome 
to commune, including children (as parents permit). 

LAMB OF GOD	      		
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COMMUNION HYMNS				                   	      Making Their Way

One License #88850
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*TABLE BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.  
Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS				                   You Are the Way

Public Domain
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Mighty Creator,
We have seen with our eyes and touched with our hands the bread of life.
Strengthen our faith that we may grow in love for you and for each other;
Through Jesus Christ our risen Lord.
Amen. 

*BLESSING

The God of all,
   who raised 9 Jesus from the dead,
   bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
   to live in the new creation.
Amen.

SENDING
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*SENDING HYMN					        Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing

*DISMISSAL			 

Go in peace, tend the Earth!
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE	 		     Hymns of Creation arr. by Phillip Keveren 
from "Hymn Medleys: Classic Songs of Faith" arr. by Phillip Keveren 

published by the Hal Leonard Corporation

Public Domain
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IN OUR SERVICE TODAY 
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Gretchen Mertes 

Lector: Cathy Fransson 
Communion Table Setup: Marie Nordquist 

Communion Assistant: Linda Carbone 
Usher: Judith Malmgren 

Zoom Host: Erica Lee 
Musicians: Karen Lee, Our Redeemer's Choir

We Pray for...
Colton Ashford, Audrey, Maisie Bell, Tom 
Carlson, Jennifer Carter, Clara and other 

victims of Dadeville (AL) shooting, Danielle, 
Barbara Dougherty, Helene Fowler and 
extended family, Irma Gross, Curt Hahn, 

Vicky Hobbs, Theresa Lewis, Holly Mangold, 
Bob McIntyre, Mihara family, Barbara Olsen, 
Nancy Paulson, Carolyn Swanson, Charlotte 

Wallstrom, Janet Woodfield, Jon Wright; 
immigrant families remaining separated, Road 

to Housing guests.

Grieving the Loss of 
Kathy Mihara, Stephen Olsen

 
To include someone in the prayers, email the church 

-or- fill out the online prayer request form: LINK. 
(Requests received after each Wednesday will be put in 

the following week's bulletin.

Our Staff
Pastor Gretchen Mertes x103 

pastor.gretchen@ourredeemers.net

Pastor David Hahn 
Transition Facilitator 

pastordavid@ourredeemers.net 
651.587.417

Jordan Holt 
Nursery Attendant 

Karen Lee 
Traditional Worship / Music Director 

karen@ourredeemers.net

Debbie Lematta x105 
Communications Coordinator 

communications@ourredeemers.net

Mandy Neill x102 
Welcome Ministry  

welcome@ourredeemers.net

Karie Stearns x101 
Parish Administrator 

administrator@ourredeemers.net

 
www.ourredeemers.net | 206.783.7900 

2400 NW 85th Street, Seattle, WA 98117 
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worship 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
For more details, check the website or current newsletter.

9 AM Informal Worship | In-person
In this hour-long service, an ensemble leads us in a mix of traditional hymns 
and contemporary music. We hear a challenging and thoughtful message, 
pray together and take communion. Children are welcome and, for the little 
ones, our staffed nursery is open.

11 AM Traditional Worship | In-person & Online
The 11:00 am service is liturgy deeply rooted in the Lutheran tradition of 
God’s living word. Join together in prayer, familiar hymns and communion 
at God’s all-welcoming table. We wish one another peace and blessings and 
leave the service more connected, challenged and hopeful than before.

For the Beauty of the Earth

For the beauty of the Earth, for the beauty of the skies
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies

Christ our God, to thee we raise, this our offering of praise.

For the entire duration of the festival of Easter, we will be building our worship experience 
around the hymn, ‘For the Beauty of the Earth,’ merging our joy at new life and the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ with our Earthcare emphasis and the joy of spring in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

As you celebrate, you are encouraged to do your part as a steward of creation – recycling, 
advocating for environmental justice, learning about our ecosystem, increasing your use of 
sustainable household goods, and getting outside to enjoy the beauty of nature. There are so 
many wonderful ways to make a difference in the health of our world! We would love to 
hear how you and your family choose to participate in Earthcare this season. Send photos and 
snippets to Debbie at communication@ourredeemers.net. 

mailto:communication%40ourredeemers.net?subject=
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fa ith  formation  
TRANSFORMING SPIRITUALITY

Sprouts: Sundays,  Ages 3-5 during 9 AM service. Children explore an 
age-appropriate Bible-based curriculum.   
 

O-ROCK: After the 9 AM service, we welcome kids from kindergarten to 
5th grade to explore Bible stories, get to know each other and caring adults, 
and invite questions about God, life, and everything they can imagine.
Middle School Hang Out:  A time for 6th and 7th graders to get to know 
each other, and about how God’s love makes a difference in our lives and 
around the world. 
Youth Confirmation:  For 7, 8, and 9th graders. Fun, faith, and service, 
preparing to publicly say “yes” to God. Includes retreats, summer camp, and 
visits to other faith communities. 

STELLAR VBS: Helps Kids Shine a Light on Jesus’ Love! 
Join us August 7-11 from 9 am-12 pm every day. We are launching kids 
on a cosmic quest where they’ll have a blast shining Jesus’ light to the 
world. Stellar rockets kids on an out-of-this-world adventure that’s light 
years of faith-building fun. Download and fill out the registration form and 
send to Pastor Gretchen. Hard copy registration forms are also available at 
church.

Adult Forums in May 
Sundays, 10 AM | Fellowship Hall  
Adult forums continue in a conversational and interactive style, as we 
explore and reflect on the passages in each week's worship. You're  invited 
to join in! 

Synod-Wide Bible Study on the Book of Acts 
Tuesdays, 6:30 PM | Zoom 
Various rostered ministers in our synod will co-facilitate a weekly study 
of Willie James Jennings' book, Acts: A Theological Commentary on 
the Bible. Purchase of the book is encouraged, although not a necessary 
requirement to fully participate. Drop in any time! Zoom Meeting ID: 822 
0985 0836, Passcode: Acts.  

The Kin-dom of God and Environmental Justice 
Thursdays, 6:30pm - 8pm on Zoom 
This 5-week "LiVE Project" series will help you consider and embody how 
faith lives at the intersection of co-creating a just and sustainable future. 
Participants will build a faith-based foundation with a toolkit of resources 
for taking action as stewards of Earth and advocates for environmental 
justice. Zoom link is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89523139793?pwd=b3d
YNlVHMkRyeHhvYUsxcnJsVHNGUT09

https://ourredeemers.net/wp-content/uploads/VBS-2021-ORLCsm.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89523139793?pwd=b3dYNlVHMkRyeHhvYUsxcnJsVHNGUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89523139793?pwd=b3dYNlVHMkRyeHhvYUsxcnJsVHNGUT09
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communit y
 
Emmaus Visitor Workshop This Saturday - May 6th!
Saturday, May 6, 9 AM - noon | Our Redeemer's
Sharing quality time with our home-bound members is one of the most 
important ministries of our congregation. People become home-bound 
for many reasons – age, disability, illness, family changes – and those 
reasons shouldn’t separate them from their family of faith. Our Emmaus 
Visitors are regular folks (just like you!) who share communion, 
prayers, and relationship with our home-bound members once 
a month. We currently have 12 members who would like an Emmaus 
Visitor, and there are only 6 current 
Emmaus Visitors. If this is a ministry you 
feel called to, please contact Julie Vannoy 
at julianne.van@comcast.net to register 
for our workshop on May 6th from 9 am-
12 pm. Even if you are just curious about 
this ministry, you are welcome to attend 
the workshop.

Youth Pizza and Game Night!
This Friday, May 12, 6 - 8 PM | Fellowship Hall

Let’s Roll! This Friday, May 12 is Role Play night for middle school youth, 7th thru 
9th grade. Join the adventure party and be lead on a night of dungeon delving in a role play 
adventure. Andrew Shimer is our Dungeon Master! 

All levels of experience are welcome, all you need is your imagination and a thirst for 
adventure. If role playing games aren’t your vibe, other board games will be available to play 
as well, led by another adult. 

Join the fun and bring a friend if you want for a night of pizza and Dungeons and 
Dragons - pizza and drinks provided! We hope to see you there!

Seeking: Council Members
Are you interested in church governance and leadership? Church council may be the 
thing for you! The Nominating Committee is looking for at least one member to join 
the council starting in July. If you have an interest or have questions please reach out to  

Emilie Purvine (emiliepurvine@gmail.com), Jana Brady (janaledavis@hotmail.com),  
or Steve Cromwell (steveaalesund@gmail.com).

mailto:julianne.van%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:emiliepurvine%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:janaledavis%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:steveaalesund%40gmail.com?subject=
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 socia l  just ice   A FORCE FOR POSITIVE CHANGE

This Saturday: Earthcare Recycling Roundup!  
Saturday, May 13, 10 AM - 2 PM | Our Redeemer's Parking Lot  
We will have electronics, Styrofoam, bicycle (and parts) recycling. Save 
the date (see poster on the next page). We need people to help out for 
the event! Contact Connie Sandstrom if you can help or have questions. 
(conniesandstrom05@gmail.com).
IT TAKES A COMMUNITY to put on the Recycling Event! Please sign 
up to help out by using this link: https://rb.gy/3ak4z 

Ballard Sunday Dinner Needs Your Help  
May 21, June 18   SIGN UP 
Ballard Sunday Dinner needs a team of 5-10 people each month this 
spring to feed our neighbors who may be struggling with a hot meal on 
Sunday nights. If you have any of the following skills (planning, cooking, 
serving, greeting, opening doors, cleaning), we want you to come join us 
- sign up here and come have some fun! https://rb.gy/dkvefb.
 
Beach Walk at Golden Gardens (hosted by Pastor Gretchen)  
Saturday, May 20, 11 AM - 1 PM | Golden Gardens Duck Pond  
Everyone is welcome to meet at the duck pond at Golden Gardens for a 
fun, informational beach walk together. We’ll spend time looking for marine 
invertebrates and enjoying God’s creation. Wear your rain boots and bring your 
camera!

Earthcare  
Recycling Roundup 

Saturday, May 13, 2023 | 10am - 2pm
Our Redeemer’s Parking Lot | 2400 NW 85th Street, Seattle

Free Recycling of 

Unwanted electronics
Styrofoam packaging

Bikes, parts & accessories

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!
 

Thank you to:

Living Green Technology   
206.356.4158 

Styro Recycle   
253.838.9555

Bikeworks   
206.806.8406

Hosted by 
Our Redeemer’s 
Lutheran Church  
with  
Northminster 
Presbyterian Church

mailto:conniesandstrom05%40gmail.com?subject=
https://rb.gy/3ak4z
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4fabad2aa1f8c16-ballard#/
https://rb.gy/dkvefb


24

www.ourredeemers.net
2400 NW 85th Street 

Seattle, WA 98117 
 

Email administrator@ourredeemers.net if you need online or in-person meeting help. Find 
meeting information in the announcements herein or on the church's website calendar.

Today - Sunday, May 7 
9 AM - Informal Worship 
Sprouts: 9 AM | In-Person 

10 AM - O-ROCK Youth Classes & Confirmation
10 AM - Adult Forum | Fellowship Hall

11 AM - Traditional Worship

Monday, May 8 
7 PM - Faith Formation Meeting

Tuesday, May 9 
12:30 PM - Staff Meeting 

6:30 PM - Executive Team Meeting
6:30 PM - Synod-Wide Bible Study on the  

Book of Acts | Zoom 

Wednesday, May 10
6:30 PM - Kid's Choir 

7 PM - Choir Rehearsal 

This Week at Our Redeemer’s 
Thursday, May 11

6:30 PM - LiVE Project: The Kin-dom of God 
and Environmental Justice | Zoom  

7 PM - Ensemble Rehearsal
 

Friday, May 12
6-8 PM - Youth Pizza and Game Night | 

Fellowship Hall

Saturday, May 13
10 AM - 2 PM - Earthcare Recycling Workshop 

| Our Redeemer’s Parking Lot

Sunday, May 14 
9 AM - Informal Worship 
Sprouts: 9 AM | In-Person 

10 AM - O-ROCK Youth Classes & Confirmation
10 AM - Adult Forum | Fellowship Hall

11 AM - Traditional Worship

http://WWW.ourredeemers.net
mailto:administrator%40ourredeemers.net?subject=
https://ourredeemers.net/calendar/

