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 From the Pastor...
Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all 
die, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed.  
    1 Corinthians 15:51-52

This Lent, we have been looking at what it means 
to be created for community, and as we move 
into Easter and Holy Week, the miracle of new life 
is springing up around us everywhere we look. 
Looking with hope toward Easter is the most 
natural thing we can do as Christians. Even as the 
earth is filled with signs of death and destruction 
– at this writing the bombs are falling in Ukraine, 
anti-transgender legislation is being presented in 
state governments around the country, climate 
change is rearing its inevitable head, and the list 
goes on. Even amid all this, we are people of hope. 
Martin Luther once wrote:

“Even if I knew that tomorrow the world 
would go to pieces, I would still plant my 

apple tree.” 

As we move through the world, it is imperative 
that we watch for the rings, the circles, the signs 
of death moving toward new life. The cycle of 
death, mourning, burial, and then new life is built 
into every aspect of our lives together, just as it is 
for nature. 

For the caterpillar to 
become a butterfly, it must 
die. For the tree to rest and 
bear fruit, it must lose its 
leaves with a dramatic flair. 
For humans, watching  
those we love move on 
in death (or myriad other 
ways) allows the space for 
new love to come. 

As we walk together as a congregation, it is essential 
that we take time to process and grow, dream and 
revise, imagine and listen. Like the caterpillar, it is my 
hope that we can’t even imagine the wonders God 
has in store for this little corner of Seattle. It’s spring, 
and new life is coming. Have you planted your apple 
tree yet?

Peace,

 
 
 
 

 Pastor Gretchen

Celebrating April Birthdays
1 Susan Hanson
1    Kirsten Malone
1    Ken Prentice
2    Stephanie Fowler
2    Jeanne Gersten 
2    Aden Michaelsen
3    Torin Ege
3    Lucas Frantz

3    Carolyn Swanson
4    Maren Rindler
4    Nicholas White
4    Connor White
4    Kris Templin
6    Britta Wallstrom
8    Maureece Butler
10  Tyler Glover

12  Sienna Seyler
13  Christina Forssen
15  Morgan Fowler
16  Genevieve Knight
17  Ava Haroldson
17  Candace Todd-Robbins
18  Hazel Prentice
19  Earl Ecklund

20  Philip Dovinh
21  Laurie Soine
22  Pamela Altman
26  Mandy Neill
26  Jan Ward
27  Jacoby Day Wander
29  KC Carroll
30  Nora Jancola

We give God thanks for the lives of Michael Hlastala, Sr. – February 23, 2022 (b. 6/1/1944) 
and Connie Sizemore - March 25, 2022 (b. 5/12/1940). We pray that God will bring comfort  

to those who grieve.
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OUR REDEEMER’S STAFF
• Gretchen Mertes, Pastor 

pastor.gretchen@ourredeemers.net

•  Elizabeth Dickinson, Social Justice 
Coordinator 
outreach@ourredeemers.net

•  Phillipa Dugaw, Volunteer  
Coordinator

•  Jordan Holt, Nursery Attendant

•  Karen Lee, Traditional Worship & 
Music Director 
karen@ourredeemers.net

•  Debbie Lematta, Communications 
communications@ourredeemers.net

•  Mandy Neill, Welcome Minister 
welcome@ourredeemers.net

•  Karie Stearns, Parish Administrator 
administrator@ourredeemers.net 

Phone: 206-783-7900 

Email: office@ourredeemers.net

OUR VISION: In the model of Christ 
and for the life of the world, we are 
an inclusive, devoted, caring, and 
spiritual community that accepts 
challenges, takes risks, and grows. 

April 2, Saturday 9 AM - Liturgical Arts Team  
 10 AM - Staff Retreat 

April 3, Sunday 9 AM - Informal Worship
LENT 5 Sprouts: 9 AM | In-Person, 10 AM | Zoom
 10 AM - O-ROCK Youth Classes | Downstairs 
 10 AM - Confirmation | Library
 10 AM - Adult Forum | Fellowship Hall 
 11 AM - Traditional Worship 
 4 PM - THE JOURNEY
   
April 4, Monday 7 PM - Faith Formation Team 
 7 PM - Auction Planning Team 
 
April 5, Tuesday 7:15 PM - Racial Justice Advocates 

April 6, Wednesday 10:30 AM - Wednesday Bible Study | Zoom 
 7 PM - Choir Practice 
  
April 7, Thursday 4 PM - Staff Meeting  
 7 PM - Informal Ensemble

April 10, Sunday 9 AM - Informal Worship
PALM SUNDAY | LENT 6 11 AM - Traditional Worship 
     
April 12, Tuesday 7 PM - Executive Team
 
April 13, Wednesday 10:30 AM - Wednesday Bible Study | Zoom 
 1 PM - Staff Meeting 
 7 PM - Choir Practice
  
April 14, Thursday 6 PM - Soup Supper
MAUNDY 7 PM - Communion Service
 8 PM - Informal Ensemble
 
April 15, Thursday Noon - 24-hour Prayer Vigil Begins
GOOD FRIDAY 7 PM - Worship, Tenebrae & Prayer Around the Cross
 
April 17, Sunday 6:30 AM - Sunrise Worship | Carkeek Park 
EASTER 8 - 10:30 AM - Easter Breakfast | Fellowship Hall
 9 AM - Easter Festival Informal Worship
 10 AM - Easter Egg Hunt | Front Lawn 
 11 AM - Easter Festival Traditional Worship
 2 PM - Ballard Sunday Dinner
   
April 18, Monday Office Closed

April 19, Tuesday 7 PM - Church Council
 7:15 PM - Racial Justice Advocates

April 20, Wednesday 10:30 AM - Wednesday Bible Study | Zoom 
 1 PM - Staff Meeting 
 
April 23, Saturday 10 AM-2 PM - E-Cycling Event | Parking Lot
EARTH DAY 
 
April 24, Sunday 9 AM - Informal Worship
 Sprouts: 9 AM | In-Person, 10 AM | Zoom
 10 AM - O-ROCK Youth Classes | Downstairs 
 10 AM - Confirmation | Library
 10 AM - Adult Forum “Earth Day” | Fellowship Hall 
 11 AM - Traditional Worship 
 4 PM - Madonna’s Book Group
 
April 27, Wednesday 10:30 AM - Wednesday Bible Study | Zoom 
 1 PM - Staff Meeting 
 7 PM - Choir Practice

April 28, Thursday 7 PM - Informal Ensemble Rehearsal 

April 30, Saturday 5-8 PM - BOOTS & PEARLS AUCTION | Fellowship Hall

This Month at Our Redeemer’s 

IN THIS NEWSLETTER

2 FROM THE PASTOR

4 WORSHIP & MUSIC

5 FAITH FORMATION 

6 SOCIAL JUSTICE

8 COMMUNITY

Note: Pastor Gretchen will be away 
April 18 - 24. In her absence, Joshua 
Liljenstolpe will provide clergy support. 
He can be reached at 206-321-4971.

mailto:office@ourredeemers.net
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Holy Week Starts April 10
Palm/Passion Sunday | 9 am & 11 am. To begin Holy Week, we celebrate 
with palms Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and then transition to a telling of 
the Passion Story of Jesus’ Journey to the Cross.

Maundy Thursday | 6 pm Soup Supper – 7 pm Communion. We gather for 
a simple meal and story, and then communion in silence and the stripping of the 
altar, remembering the last supper.

Good Friday 24 Hour Prayer Vigil | 12 pm Friday- 12 pm Saturday. 
(See details and sign up information in box below.)

Good Friday Worship | 7 pm Tenebrae & Prayer Around the Cross. We 
pray, sing, and reflect on the last words of Jesus in the Tenebrae, and then offer our 
prayers and song in the darkness around the cross, lighting candles. 
 
 
EASTER DAY 
 
Easter Sunrise Worship | 6:30 am at Carkeek Park. Bring your blanket, 
chair, and coffee to celebrate Christ at the crack of dawn with a bonfire and 
communion at Carkeek Park. New members and baptisms are part of the 
celebration.

Easter Breakfast | 8 am-10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. We 
return to church to hot coffee and delicious food to celebrate together!

Easter Egg Hunt | 10am on the church’s front lawn (weather 
permitting). There will be a special introductory hunt for kids aged 2-4, 
and then 5-7 year olds, and then all bets are off for the big kids! Children 
are invited to bring their own baskets.

Easter Festival Worship | 9 am & 11 am. Strings and Choir! Flowers and 
light! Trumpets and joy! We celebrate the risen Christ with glory and honor. 
 
 
    Good Friday 24-Hour Prayer Vigil  SIGN UP

Be a Part of Our Redeemer’s Good Friday 24-Hour Prayer Vigil
Noon Good Friday (April 15) through noon Holy Saturday (April 16) 
This is the most solemn point of our whole year. Jesus has been crucified and 
laid in the tomb and we keep vigil with him for the brokenness and pain of 
our world. Starting at noon on Good Friday, we take turns praying hour after 
hour for 24 hours, in our beautiful, still, prayer chapel, surrounded by candles. 
Prayer requests, Bibles, and prayers are provided. You can participate by 
emailing kari_guddal@outlook.com with your interest or sign Up at this LINK.

Worship and Music

Can you help with Holy 
Week?  
• Meal set up and clean up on 

Thursday and Sunday.

• Worship set up on Palm Sunday, 
Good Friday, and Easter Sunday

• Help with worship roles: reading, 
communion, torch bearer, playing 
music or singing, altar care. 

• Preparing for new visitors and 
guests: straightening and preparing 
the building, bulletin preparation, 
tending to the peace garden and 
parking lot.

Sign up to help out at this LINK.

Remember a Loved One by Donating Easter Flowers 
Honor a loved one by making a donation toward flowers that will grace our 
beautiful new Sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Use the “Flower Offering” envelope at 
church, or donate flowers online*. Please let us know the name of your loved one, 
and if the flowers are in their “honor” or “in memory of”. Thank you. 

*Go to http://ourredeemers.net/donate to donate flowers online. Donate flowers by April 4th.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0448AEA62FABFB6-good
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0448AEA62FABFB6-good
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F45ABAE28A4F4CE9-orlc
http://ourredeemers.net/donate 
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Faith Formation

Adult (Earth Day) Forum - April 24
“God’s Creation: Saving Wildlife from Trade”  
Sunday, April 24, 10 AM | Fellowship Hall - presented by Sarah Uhlemann* 

The Earth is facing an unprecedented extinction crisis: the UN predicts that a million 
species may go extinct in the coming decades unless we transform our relationship 
with nature. Habitat destruction and climate change are well-known threats, but 
wildlife trade is the second leading driver of extinction. This forum will discuss the 
global wildlife trade and some of the amazing creatures threatened by it – and what 
we can do to help. Please join in!

*Sarah Uhlemann is the International Program Director and Senior Attorney with the Center for Biological 
Diversity. She lead the organization’s international work including litigation, advocacy and international 
diplomacy to protect imperiled species outside U.S. borders. Before joining the Center, she was a staff 
attorney with the Humane Society of the United States. Sarah earned her law degree in 2005 from Lewis 
& Clark Law School and a bachelor’s in environmental management from Indiana University.

Youth Faith Formation Opportunities
Sprouts - Ages 3-5
Mr. Dana and Ms. Kari continue to 
teach our littlest members both 
in person and on Zoom. In person 
Sprouts is with Mr. Dana and Lake 
at the 9 AM service. And Ms. Kari 
holds Zoom Sprouts at 10 AM. 
Email Betsy McGregor at bemac7309@gmail.com if you want to be added to the 
email list for this age group. 

Elementary O-ROCK
These O-ROCK classes are for those 6 to 10-year-old kids who join us in person 
between services. The class includes snacks, stories, and crafts all to help our 
youngest learn about Lent and the meaning of Easter. Our weekly Children’s Bulletin 
is available for download and printing each week. Each bulletin provides easy to 
understand bible stories and activities to help children learn about Lent and Easter, 
and mirrors what we are learning in person. 

O-ROCK for Middle School
Our 6th and 7th graders have fun and socialize once a month through June. Plans 
include a Pizza and Movie Night; Capture the Flag with Nerf guns; Pool Party in June; 
and Games Night with prizes. All these events are purely social and include food. 
Confirmands are invited as well! These events are in lieu of Sunday morning classes. 
Contact Mandy Neill for more information: welcome@ourredeemers.net.
NOTE: YOUTH FAITH FORMATION IS ON HIATUS ON APRIL 10 & 17. 

Wednesday  
Bible Study 

Wednesdays, 10:30 AM | Zoom
Wednesday Bible Study occurs weekly 
with Carolyn Swanson leading this 
faithful group. Everyone is welcome 
to join in on Zoom! Let Carolyn 
know if you are interested, or if you 
have questions, by emailing her at 
cdkswan@gmail.com. Carolyn will send 
you the Zoom link each Tuesday for 
the Wednesday class.

Our Redeemer’s Current Covid Guidelines. As of March 12th, indoor masking is no longer required at 
the church. Anyone who wants to wear a mask, or needs to wear a mask is more may do so without question. 
If you are in close proximity with children under 5, you are requested to mask at all times. In worship people 
can physically distance from others if they need or choose to. If you choose to participate in person at Our 
Redeemer’s we ask that you are fully vaccinated. See the full guidelines using this link: https://ourredeemers.
net/wp-content/uploads/Covid-19-Guidelines-March-12.pdf.

mailto:bemac7309%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:welcome%40ourredeemers.net?subject=
https://ourredeemers.net/wp-content/uploads/COVID-19-Guidelines-March-12.pdf
https://ourredeemers.net/wp-content/uploads/COVID-19-Guidelines-March-12.pdf
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Social Justice Opportunities That Make a Difference!
There are many ways to volunteer and make a difference. Please contact Elizabeth at outreach@

ourredeemers.net or 206-783-7900 x105. (She is more than happy to sign volunteer forms for high schoolers, too!)

Recycling Roundup, Saturday, April 23, 10 AM-2 PM 
Volunteer beforehand to spread the word or on April 23, 10 
am - 12 pm, or 12 pm - 2 pm to hold signs, direct traffic, help 
collect and bag the Styrofoam and clothes, or help store the 
clothing in our office or your vehicle. 

Calling Bike Enthusiasts!
Our Redeemer’s will celebrate a Bike Blessing & Parade on May 
22 between services. We’re looking for some volunteers to plan 
this event. Pastor Gretchen is full of ideas!

Lutheran World Relief
• Bring in 4-oz bars of Ivory soap, toothbrushes, and medium-

weight dark towels through Palm Sunday to make Hygiene 
Kits. These will go to refugees around the world.

• Help with load-in during In gathering May 13-14 

• Join quilters Monday mornings, 9 am - noon. No sewing 
experience necessary. 

Our Ballard Sunday Dinner Falls on Easter in May
We are looking for folks who can help Bob Carlson make extra 
Easter breakfasts and pack them up to take for Easter dinner. 
We also need volunteers to warm up food, serve and do 
simple clean up during the hours of 4:00-6:00 pm and 5:00-
6:30 pm. Volunteers are already providing Easter candy!
 
Racial Justice Advocates (RJA) Meetings 
Tuesdays, April 5 and 19, 7:15 – 8:30 pm | Zoom 
RJA seeks to educate ourselves about racial equity and plan 
educational and action events for the congregation! Our 
vision:

“In response to the Condemnation of White Supremacy and 
Racist Rhetoric Social Policy Resolution CA19.04.18, the Racial 
Justice Advocates of Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church sees a 
future in which we are fully cognizant of the struggles of our 
members and neighbors due to racial inequality and we pledge 
to partner with them to rectify this egregious situation. We are 
strategizing and coordinating efforts within our congregation 
to repent of this sin and live into the vision of the beloved 
community now.”

The advocates meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month. You’re invited to join in!

Social Justice

Idle Free Ballard
Sustainable Ballard has launched a new initiative called “Idle Free Ballard” to help 
raise awareness about unnecessary vehicle idling. Idling wastes gas, worsens climate 
change, and harms air quality, impacting vulnerable populations.

You can save money and health by turning off your engine… whether you’re a 
commuter waiting at the Ballard Bridge, a parent waiting outside school or watching 
your kids’ sports, parked at Sunset Hill Park for the view, or checking your phone in 
the grocery store parking lot.

Did you know?
• 10 seconds of idling wastes more fuel than restarting
• 16 million gallons of fuel is wasted by unnecessary idling in the U.S. every day
• Turning off your car is better for the engine than leaving it running

Want to help? Sustainable Ballard has “idle free” cards and posters to get the word 
out to neighbors, schools and businesses. Visit https://www.sustainableballard.org/
idle-free-ballard/ to learn more or email polly_freeman@msn.com if you’d like to help.

https://www.sustainableballard.org/idle-free-ballard/
https://www.sustainableballard.org/idle-free-ballard/
mailto:polly_freeman%40msn.com?subject=
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Social Justice

E-Cycling Cycles Back! 
Saturday, April 23, 10 AM - 2 PM

It’s time to find those unwanted electronics, Styrofoam packaging, and gently-used 
clothes! We’ll be collecting on April 23, 10-2 in the Our Redeemer’s parking lot. Our 
collaborators for this event are Living Green Technology, StyroRecycle and the 
Bridge Care Center. We need volunteers for this great community-wide event! 

Regarding clothing, towels, blankets and backpacks: please make sure you donate 
only items in good enough condition that you or your family would use it. Please 
also separate children’s and adult clothing, as they go to different agencies. Contact 
Elizabeth if you can help out or if you have questions (outreach@ourredeemers.net).

Our Redeemer’s Has Joined with Seattle 
Pride Against Anti-Transgender Attacks 
Our Redeemer’s has signed on to a statement by Seattle Pride against anti-trans 
attacks. This will be shared with those who are being targeted. The statement begins: 
“Seattle Pride is joined by our community partners in emphatically denouncing 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s transphobic attempt to criminalize gender affirming 
healthcare. Gov. Abbott’s order only further stigmatizes the transgender community 
and prevents access to treatment that can prevent suicide and depression among 
transgender youth... We must stand together to prevent inaccurate, harmful, and 
hateful beliefs about the trans community. It is critical that we as a community stand 
against this transphobic attack on transgender youth and families.” 

Idling gets you nowhere!

Priming Our Passion! May Adult Forums 
Sundays in May*, 10 AM | Fellowship Hall

May is Social Justice month at Our Redeemer’s! We will explore some exciting social justice work happening in our 
city and state, and how we might become involved. Please come to the adult forums every Sunday in May, 10:00–
10:50 am.

• REFUGEE HOSPITALITY – MAY 1 or MAY 15

• CARING FOR OUR UNHOUSED NEIGHBORS – MAY 1 or MAY 15

• GROWING EARTH CARE & ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE @ OUR REDEEMER’S – MAY 8 (see class description below)

• BIKE BLESSING & PARADE! – May 22

     *except Memorial Day weekend

About our May 8th Adult Forum “Growing Earth Care & Environmental Justice” 
The presenter is Keah Calluccie, the Multi-Faith Program Manager at Earth Ministry Washington Interfaith Power & 
Light. Our discussion will focus on how we can “green” various aspects of our shared congregational life, including 
worship, education, building and grounds, community engagement, and advocacy. Keah will also talk about the 
environmental issues facing low-income, indigenous, and black and brown communities around the state, and 
understand our role as people of faith in combating these injustices.

 
 
  

mailto:outreach%40ourredeemers.net?subject=
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SNACKS

PROVIDED

For registration & further Information https://tinyurl.com/4ay7xun5

EMPOWERING TEENS TO
EMPOWERING TEENS TOSTEP INTO THEIR TRUE
STEP INTO THEIR TRUEAUTHENTIC SELVES

AUTHENTIC SELVES  

INSIGHTINSIGHT
4 LIFE4 LIFE

8-WEEK CLASS

April 22 - 

June 10th 

Fridays

 7PM - 8:30PM 1 hour of

structured

time &

30 min of

chill time

JO
IN

 T
HE

FUN

Community

“Insight for Life” Classes for Kids & Teens
Fridays, April 22 - June 10, 7 - 8:30 PM | Our Redeemer’s 
presented by Phillipa Dugaw 

Are you looking for a powerful course where 6th-8th graders discover their unique 
talents and learn valuable tools, that empowers them for success at school and in 
life? How about a really fun Friday night class for your kids that teaches them tools 
and techniques to help them find their true, authentic and creative selves! Kids get 
to meet new friends, take the class and then hang out.

Phillipa Dugaw (a member of our congregation) will be teaching this amazing 
8-week program called Insight for Kids at Our Redeemers for a group of 8-10 
middle school students.

The class is an hour of “lesson” time with fun activities and a half an hour hanging 
out. It is open to the first 10 kids and is not limited to families in our congregation.
Please know that to really gain value from this program kids must commit to all 8
weeks. Parents and kids will complete a survey at the start and end of the session. 
The cost is $20. All supplies are provided and included, and scholarships are available.
REGISTER HERE: https://tinyurl.com/4ay7xun5.

Transition Team Update
In March, Pastor Gretchen Mertes, Parish Administrator Karie Stearns and members 
of our Church Council’s executive team met with Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee and 
Assistant to the Bishop, Andy Yee, to discuss our staffing situation and upcoming 
transition process. In the next 6-8 weeks, the synod will be providing us a transition 
guide (which may or may not be an ordained person but will be trained in this 
specific ministry) The transition guide will lead us through a discernment process 
of what is next for us as a congregation in mission, call, and leadership. In the 
meantime, our council will appoint a transition team of 6-8 people in the next 
few weeks to work directly with the transition guide to help us navigate this time. 
Their work will culminate in a Ministry Site Profile, a document that describes Our 
Redeemer’s to prospective rostered ministers pursuing a call in our area. This process 
is not regimented on a timeline, and will take as long as it takes, and will rely on 
congregation input in a variety of ways. The more diligent we are, the faster it will 
move forward. 

Separately, we have requested additional pastoral support for Pastor Gretchen from 
the synod in regard to preaching, adult forums, and some pastoral care during the 
interim. It may be a few months until this person is in place so we have taken it upon 
ourselves to find supply preachers at least through May. Pastor Gretchen is feeling 
very well attended to and supported so far, and is grateful for all your care and 
concern. 

“The best thing you can do for me, and for the congregation, is to participate 
fully in the transition process, and stay active and involved in worship and 
congregational life,” says Pastor Gretchen.

Up to date information and fun video updates can be found on our church website at 
www.ourredeemers.net/transition.

http://www.ourredeemers.net/transition
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festival and auction!

Community

It’s a Hootenanny...  
Our April 30th  
“Boots & Pearls” 
Auction!
7 PM, Saturday, April 30 in the 
Fellowship Hall

Find your pearls and dust off your 
boots, it’s time for the annual Our 
Redeemer’s Festival and Auction! 
Humans of all ages are invited to 
come and shake their tail feathers on 
April 30th in the Fellowship Hall!

Our festival and auction is a  
“win/win” for many reasons: 
1. You can invite friends and neighbors to support the work of the congregation in the 

neighborhood without the pressure of a religious service;

2. All of the funds go to our mission budget, strengthening our work in the community, and…

3. We build relationships with each other by sharing the blessings we have in space, skill, and fun!

A few details:
- No ticket fee! Just come as you are – all are welcome! Bid numbers for the live auction can be 

purchased at the door, and food is purchased directly from the vendors.

- Live music from “The Feels” – a great local queer country cover band.

- Delicious food from two food trucks, with kid friendly and diet-sensitive choices

- A dessert dash and wine grab for added fun!

- Fun activities for kids, and a separate place to hang out during the live auction.

- GREAT live auction items: sports tickets, vacation getaways, fun classes, experiences, 
and more!

- Our Fund-A-Need is the exceptional opportunity to upgrade our sanctuary piano to a 
Steinway for a steal! Our beautiful worship space deserves an exceptional instrument to live 
alongside our renovated and improved organ.

We are actively accepting donations to the auction. We need 15-20 Dessert Dash creations, 
AND Wine Grab donations as well. Go to https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/lM1FSGh to 
make your donation today!

We can’t wait to see you all...let’s have a great hootenanny! We haven’t had a festival auction 
party in a long time. It’s time to do it up right!

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/lM1FSGh
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Community

Caring Community Team
The Caring Community Team 
will have their next meeting on 
Saturday, May 7, 2022 at 10:30 
AM. Please contact Linda Carbone 
for more information or if you 
want to take part (lindac19@
comcast.net).

Madonna’s
Book Group

Madonna’s Book Group will  
meet next on Sunday,  

April 24, 4 PM, location TBD. 
The book the group will  

discuss is THE WONDER by  
Emma Donoghue. Interested? 

Contact buckomcneill 
@yahoo.com.

Your generous pledges and faithful giving are making these 
things possible at Our Redeemer’s! 

Your generous giving is helping us meet our goals of strengthening our 
annual mission budget and has already retired our building renovation debt! 

Remember to give faithfully towards your pledges. If you have questions 
about your giving, contact Karie Stearns (administrator@ourredeemers.net). 

Thank You for everything you do to strengthen our community.

GIVING OPTIONS 
Go to ourredeemers.net, and click on the “Giving” tab,  

or call 206-783-7900 x101. 

Are You Ready for VBS? 
July 11-15, 9 AM - 12 PM

Our Redeemer’s is hosting vacation bible school the mornings of July 11-15. 
The curriculum comes from ELCA World Hunger. It’s a great opportunity for 
children to learn how to help kids from around the world, and build a strong 
foundation in God’s love. 

Look for the registration in mid-April and invite your kids, grandkids, neighbors, and 
friends – VBS is for EVERYBODY.

A Letter to the Congregation from Pastor Kathy Hawks

Dear Community of Our Redeemer’s,
Thank you so much for all the WONDERFUL ways you said farewell last month! I can’t imagine a more fulfilling and 
thoughtful time of memories, shared gratitude, and gifts of all kinds - musical, culinary, artistic (the Sprouts’ wind chime 
creation hangs in my study), spiritual, organizing, prayerful, funny, and profound. Such blessings!

Thank you, too, for your material and financial gifts. As it turns out, you have already sent me to Mazatlan for a “re-set” 
week of warmth, sunshine and relaxation! AND you will be helping me go to Peru in mid-May. The same guide who led a 
small group of us to Cuba just before the pandemic, has lived in Peru and invited the same group to join her when she goes 
there for her god-daughter’s wedding. We’ll visit Machu Pichu and some big sites, but because she has friends there and a 
great love for the country, we’ll also get to aspects of it most folks do not. It will be the trip of a lifetime. So, thank you for 
making it possible for me!

You continue to be in my heart and in my prayers. I know God’s Spirit will continue to guide and strengthen you as a 
“community in the model of Christ…for the life of the world.”   In Christ, Pastor Kathy Hawks

mailto:lindac19%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:lindac19%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:administrator%40ourredeemers.net?subject=
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Community

About Contacting Pastor Kathy. During this time of congregational transition, and to respect Pastor Kathy’s boundaries surrounding her 
departure, the Synod asks us to refrain from contacting her regarding personal issues or pastoral care needs. We are also requested to allow a 
year before contacting her personally. Pastor Gretchen can help with whatever pastoral care needs you might have in the interim and moving 
forward together in ministry. 

At Pastor Kathy’s Farewell Celebration | 2.26.2022



2400 NW 85th Street 
Seattle, WA 98117

www.ourredeemers.net
206-783-7900 
 

return service requested

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 AM - Informal 
11 AM - Traditional

In-Person or Online:  
Facebook: 
facebook.com ourredeemers and  
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/822691346

 

.

Follow Us on Instagram! Like Us on Facebook! View Our YouTube Channel

Palm/Passion Sunday Worship April 10 
9 am & 11 am

Maundy Thursday April 14 
6 pm Soup Supper  
7 pm Communion

Good Friday Worship April 15 
7 pm Tenebrae & Prayer Around the CrossHoly Week 

Easter Sunday April 17  
Easter Sunrise Worship 
6:30 am at Carkeek Park 

Easter Breakfast 10 am Egg Hunt 
8 am -10:30 am at Our Redeemer’s  
Easter Festival Worship
9 am & 11 am in-person & online 
2400 NW 85th Street, Seattle

http://www.ourredeemers.net
http://www.facebook.com/ourredeemers
https://zoom.us/j/822691346
https://www.instagram.com/ourredeemersballard/
https://www.facebook.com/OurRedeemers
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCp3iGmXVaTX7InglgDx26UA

