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From the Pastor...

The Jesus we follow was a refugee.

The Oxford dictionary defines refugee as: A 
person who has been forced to leave their 
country in order to escape war, persecution, or 
natural disaster.

After he was born, fearing that King Herod would 
murder Jesus as they returned to their homeland 
in Judea, Mary and Joseph fled with their child 
to Egypt. This narrative is part of our Christmas 
story.  It’s part of the birth of Jesus, and part 
of his life which leads to the cross. This part of 
the story not often read in churches because it 
disrupts our idea of the nativity. Who wants to 
move from a peaceful and joyful manger scene 
to a chaotic story of violence and fear? But this is 
our story, and this is the Jesus we follow: a child 
who survived a massacre by fleeing to a safer 
land.  Jesus’ trauma in childhood of fleeing is part 
an essential part of what makes him Jesus – what 
helps him, and thereby the divine, to understand 
the human condition.  Through Jesus, the divine 
learns the beauty of humanity and what great 
love we are capable of, but also is exposed to 
the seedy underbelly and the gross inhumanity 
of humanity and what evil we are capable of.  
Thank God, Jesus looks at us with eyes of love 
and grace and mercy, instead of judgement and 
wrath.

As of December 13, in these United States, there 
are 15,000 children being held in more than 
100 government contracted “shelters” along our 
southern border – most of whom are refugees 
- teenage boys from Central America who travel 
to the border alone. Many are escaping poverty 
or gangs, and they plan to ask for asylum and 

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about 
to search for the child, to destroy him.’ 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by 
night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’

-Matthew 2: 13-15

ultimately find work or go to school in the U.S. 
(Source: npr.org). Their story makes me think of 
my own ancestors – fleeing war and poverty and 
violence in Europe, coming to the United States 
to work and go to school.  But my ancestors 
weren’t put in “shelters” with armed guards.  This 
story is different.

How we treat refugees, how we treat children, 
and how we love our neighbors is clearly defined 
in scripture, in our tradition, and in the very direct 
words and teaching of Jesus, whose birth we 
remember in these days.  Jesus doesn’t stutter. 
His words are very clear.  Perhaps it is time for 
us to remove our blinders of comfortability, 
distance, and the lie of telling ourselves there’s 
nothing we can do.

This month, in ‘Exploring Faith and Justice’ 
Sundays at 10am, we will be looking at refugees, 
immigration, and what we are called do to as 
children of God to ease the suffering of those 
who flee their homes and come seeking refuge.  
Together, we can learn in ways that even children 
can understand what we can do.  You are invited, 
encouraged, and asked – please come.  A timelier 
discussion has rarely been had.  

Peace to you, 

Pastor Gretchen Mertes
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BUILD THE VISION... SHARE THE VISION!

Vision-Aligned Building (VAB) 
A special congregational meeting was held on Sunday, November 18 in between services. There, 
members of the VAB Team updated the congregation on their work since the summer congregational 
meeting, including the rationale behind the recent decision to change architects, and comments and 
questions were fielded from amongst the over 60 folks in attendance. The Church Council was also 
briefed on VAB progress at its November 20 meeting and further input was received on the future 
direction of the project.

The VAB Team met on December 5 and came to the decision to recommend SHKS Architects 
(Seattle) be hired to move the project forward given the changes in scope and budget that have 
taken place since the original architecture firm, atelierjones llc, was hired. The Team then brought 
this recommendation to the Church Council at its December 18 meeting; the Council decided to call 
a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, February 24 between services for a congregational vote to 
expend funds to hire SHKS Architects to provide architecture and design services. 

In the meantime, the VAB Team will continue to meet on a regular basis and will be working with SHKS 
to define the scope of services and fees that will be included in the agreement the congregation is 
voting on in February. SHKS will also begin a preliminary assessment of the building and renovation 
plans to date.

The Vision-Aligned Building Team is: Mike Hlastala, Pastor Kathy Hawks, Kirstin Malone, Jim Arnold, 
Ryan Mertes, and Don Boelter, Parish Administrator (administrator@ourredeemers.net, 206-783-
7900 x.107).

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING

Sunday, February 24  
between services

Purpose: Congregational vote to 
expend funds on new architecture 
and design firm, SHKS (Seattle).
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   Living Generously

Looking to 2019 and 
Generosity 
by Dinah Coble

How do you feel about New Year’s resolutions?  
I have always considered them somewhat silly, 
superficial, and unrealistic.  It seems to me that 
they set us up for disappointment because we 
set such unattainable goals. 

But, what if we were to change the focus of 
our resolve for 2019?  What would happen if, 
instead of thinking about self-improvement, we 
think of how we can serve?  Instead of focusing 
only on ourselves, what would happen if we 
thought about how to be more generous with 
our time and gifts by finding ways to help our 
neighbors in need? How could we be changed 
by making a list of the ways we have been 
blessed and how we can share our blessings 
with the world?  I can get into that kind of 
resolution for 2019.

So, when I sit down to a delicious restaurant 
meal or to one I have prepared myself, how can 
I share that with others who are not already 
friends or family?  Besides our Ballard Sunday 
Dinner program which we offer with other 
Ballard churches and Sustainable Ballard, there 
are several ways I can do that.  I can make 
sandwiches for Peter’s Place a few times a year 
by coming to church between early and late 
services.  Or, if I don’t want to do that, I can 
buy some deli meat, peanutbutter,, or bread for 
others to make the sandwiches.  I can volunteer 
at our Thanksgiving Dinner where we serve 
about 200 people from our community.  I can 
purchase or grow food to donate to the Ballard 
Food Bank.  

Ballard Sunday Dinner provides me with the 
opportunity to know my church family better.  
By working toward a goal of feeding people who 
might not otherwise have a meal on Sunday 
evening, I meet new people and feel more a part 
of our church community.  I have been given  a 
loving family, but many of our dinner guests 
have either never received that gift or have lost 
part of their family or community for various 
reasons.  I can sit at the table with them and get 
to know a little about their interesting lives.  I 
usually find the we are more alike than different, 
and that gives me a very good feeling.

When I look at my financial gifts, it is fairly 
obvious to me that I need to share a part of 
them with others.  I recently learned how much 
sharing our money with organizations like 
the church and other non profits which serve 
the world could help if we took this seriously.   
According to the authors of Passing the Plate 
(Christian Smith and Michael O. Emerson with 
Patricia Snell,  © 2008 ), if we tithe as we are 
asked to do, we can change the world.  If those 
who are committed Christians as defined by 
attending church two or more times a month 
would give a tithe of their income to charitable 
organizations , an additional $121 billion dollars 
per year would solve many of the world’s 
problems providing food and clean water and 
many other essential needs.

So, this year I plan to look outside of myself for 
ways to be generous with others.  I am never so 
rewarded as I am when I give my time and my 
gifts to others. 
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In everything our community undertakes, we do 
our best to walk the talk. This fall, our talk has 
been about Living Generously, and we’ve been 
walking that talk in all kinds of additional ways:

Our Thanksgiving Dinner, caroling to homebound 
members, the Giving Tree to Road2Housing, 
Food Bank, and Mary’s Place neighbors, Lucia 
offering gifts to “No Child Sleeps Outside” 
program at Mary’s Place. Cookies, extra 
rehearsals, hospital visits/meals/cards, special 
worship services -- We’re all transformed by 
the spirit of generosity and joy that flows. Every 
time we extend ourselves to share our time, our 
financial resources, or our skills, each of us is 
blessed. 

Writing your pledge of financial support for 
2019 may not be as much fun as bringing a coat 
or a toy for someone at Mary’s Place, BUT your 
pledge is the foundation those generous acts 
rest on. And your carefully and pour prayerfully 
pledged gift is essential to walking our talk of 
God’s vision and our plan in the new year, and 
beyond.

With our “Living Generously” emphasis -- begun 
this fall -- it appears our mission will be securely 
supported by all the many generous pledges.

• 2018: 103 pledges.  
2019: 118 pledges ....thus far. 

• Aggregate pledged dollars ~  
2018: $324,534.  
2019: $362,110 ...thus far. 

• 17 people pledged who did not pledge last 
year. 

If you have already pledged, THANK YOU! If you 
haven’t yet pledged, please do so now! 

On behalf of our beloved congregation, and all 
who are blessed by what God is doing through 
such generosity, may your giving grant you 
abiding joy, this Advent Christmas season and 
throughout the coming year.

From the Generosity Team: 
Thank You For Your Pledge. You Are Supporting God’s Work!

As of December 18, we have received pledge cards from 84 families, representing over $302,000 in 
pledged gifts to Our Redeemer’s in 2019. THANK YOU!

If you have not done so yet, there is still time. There are additional cards in the sanctuary pew 
pockets, narthex and fellowship hall brochure racks.  You can also email or call Parish Administrator 
Don Boelter (administrator@ourredeemers.net) with your pledge amount.

Again, on behalf of the Generosity Team, thanks to all of you for pledging and giving to Our 
Redeemer’s.

 
From Pastor Kathy: Thank YOU for Pledging!
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Auction Save the Date:  
MARCH 2!

Mark your calendar for  
Our Redeemer’s Auction and Celebration March 2! 

We will have a Mardi Gras theme,  
with a family friendly night of  

games, music, food, and fundraising!
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC

Epiphany: What Is It?
a.) A wild animal?  

b.) A new shade of lipstick?  

c.) A software program? 

d.) None of the above?

If you chose d, then (ding*ding*ding*ding*ding), 
you got it right! 

BUT, even if you know what Epiphany isn’t, do 
you know what Epiphany IS?

a.) A season in the church year just after 
Christmas?  

b.) A word referring to the “manifestation of 
Jesus to the non-believing wise ones (aka the 
magi aka the kings)”? 

c.)  A word meaning sudden revelation or 
insight?

d.)  All of the above?

If you chose again, then 
(ding*ding*ding*ding*ding), your right...AGAIN!

SO.... WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?  

a.) Turn on your Christmas tree lights every 
day until Lent to symbolize the light of Christ 

shining more and more brightly through all the 
world?

b.) Bake a “King Cake” with a Christ child in it, 
and crown the person who gets that piece of 
cake, as a way to symbolize the light of Christ 
shining so brightly even the “pagan” kings 
were drawn to it?

c.)  Try to increase your understanding of 
another faith --  Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, 
etc. as a way to live out God’s love for all 
people?

d.) Invite a neighbor or friend of another 
religion, race, generation, political persuasion, 
or any other difference that challenges 
you, to share a meal (or something else) 
that will increase human connection and 
understanding?

Well, any of these would probably be just fine...
but my personal favorite is d.  Our congregational 
theme during this Epiphany season (January 
6 - March 4) is WHY LIMIT GOD?  Let’s let 
God expand our understanding of God and 
one another, beyond our assumptions and 
stereotypes. Let’s let the light of Christ show us 
God’s image in each person we encounter. And 
let’s let God use us to expand the light of Christ’s 
compassion and truth in our world.
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Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas -- 
LIVING GENEROUSLY!

God is smiling -- So are we.  There is so much joy in giving!

Feeling Stressed? 
Thursdays, 6-6:35PM. 

Once a week, give yourself half an hour of 
candlelit quiet in our beautiful sanctuary. You 
do not need to speak or sing anything. Come 
experience the healing  silence for yourself.  

Centering Prayer is:

• 10 minutes of calming (recorded) chant.

• 20 minutes of silence with a word or 
phrase you choose to remind you you 

want to be in God’s presence.

• A 2-4 minute spiritual reading. 

• Then, leave or take in more quiet.

Baptism of Our Lord Sunday 
Sunday, Jan. 13 ~ 9am & 11am

The Baptism of Our Lord is a traditional time for 
people to be baptized.  

If you are interested in being baptized, or 
having your child baptized, please contact 
Pastor Gretchen or Pastor Kathy for more 
information. 

1  GOD, grace made flesh in Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

4 Road2Housing Guests currently finding 
there IS room for them

10  Foot tall Christmas tree

12  Carolers visiting 10 Homebound Members

14  Advent and Christmas Worship Services

15  Lucia Attendants, 1 Star Boy, 1 
Tomten,and 1 Lucia Bride 

17  People honored with poinsettias

26  Rehearsals

29 Turkeys, 7 gallons of gravy, 136 lbs of 
vegetables for Community Thanksgiving Feast

48  Choir, Ensemble and Orchestra

100+ Caps hand knit by members and given 
for unsheltered folks

42 Pies baked by youth

200 Sleeping Bags warming frigid bodies

220 Thanks Giving Feast Meals made and 
enjoyed 

185 Giving Tree Gifts to Bless People Through 
Charitable Organizations, including

Road2Housing, Peter’s Place, 
Broadview Thompson K-8,  
Safe Parkers, and Mary’s Place.

300+ Sandwiches shared with homeless 

600 Candles lit

735 Worship Bulletins

2000+ Cookies Munched

COUNTLESS -- Prayers, Gifts and Acts of 
Kindness on the part of our congregation!
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   Faith Formation

Bible Study on Wednesday 
Mornings at 10:30am 
by: Carolyn Swanson

10:30am-noon ~ Church Library

Happy New Year from the Wednesday Bible Study 
Group.  It may be a new year, but our lessons 
continue on The Reformation.  How can that be 
that there is more, but there is.  The first section 
of lectures was on Martin Luther himself, his 
times, his guilt, his struggles, his freedom from all 
of that when God’s Word told him about grace.  

We also had a chance to learn about Mrs. Martin 
Luther! She was a dynamo, raising six children, 
working on two farms, making beer, and putting 
up with Luther!  Who knew?  

We are now seeing the Reformation leave 
Wittenberg (Luther’s home town) and spread all 
over the world, to Norway, to Sweden, eventually 
to Minnesota.  What could possibly go wrong?  
Much did, but the Gospel message prevailed.  You 
are proof of that.  The last section of this study 
is once again Luther, now in his later years. It not 
an easy part to study.  He became so incensed 
when the Gospel he preached was misinterpreted, 
not believed, distorted, he formed some graphic 
hatreds towards rebellion of any kind against 
the government, towards the Jews because 
they wouldn’t believe in Christ, etc.  So, until 
February…

Exploring Faith & Justice: Immigration 
Sundays ~ 10am ~ Fellowship Hall

In January we will resume an inter-generational faith and justice class at 10:10 in 
Fellowship Hall.  Immigration will be our focus. See you there!

January 6 - Jesus, the immigrant: Foundations for immigration with Pastor Gretchen. 

January 13 – Partnering with immigrants: Advocate and Accompany. A conversation 
with Lutheran partners

January 20 – Real immigrants in our community: stories of faith, hope, and persistence 
at Our Redeemers. 

January 27 – The migrant’s journey: a guided, interactive experience for all ages. Join an 
immigrant caravan; become an immigrant for a little while this morning and imagine what 
you might do.
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Adult Faith Formation: 
“The Spirit of the Lord Is 
upon Me”: Andre Trocme and 
the Announcement of Jubilee 
in Luke’s Gospel 
Sundays, Jan. 20, 27, Feb. 3, 17, 24

Description: This class centers on the meaning 
of Jesus’ announcement to his home synagogue 
at Nazareth that “the year of the Lord’s favor” 
had commenced. As Luke records it: “He stood 
up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found 
the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me / because he has anointed me / 
to bring good news to the poor. / He has sent me 
to proclaim release to the captives / and recovery 
of sight to the blind, / and to let the oppressed 
go free / to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” 
(Luke 4:15c–19).  After Jesus rolled up the scroll 
and sat down, as the congregation fixed its gaze 
on him, he announced: “Today this scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing” (4:21). 

We are going to examine the meaning of 
Jesus’ announcement through the lens of 
Andre Trocme’s influential interpretation of 

Luke’s Gospel entitled Jesus and Non-Violent 
Revolution (1972). Trocme believed that Jesus 
was announcing that the reign of Messiah had 
come in the form of a universal implementation 
of Jubilee (Lev. 25). Jesus called for nothing 
less than political, economic, and spiritual 
revolution—an actual revolution based on the 
principle of unilateral restoration of wealth and 
opportunity to all persons in need. What would 
such a revolution look like in a world organized for 
grabbing and taking, power and control, winners 
and losers? 

Dana Wright will draw upon Trocme’s amazing life 
and work as the backstory to his interpretation of 
Luke. The schedule is as follows:

January 20. Andre Trocme and the Backstory of 
Jesus and Non-Violent Revolution

January 27. The Jubilee Tradition from Leviticus 
to Isaiah to Luke

February 3. The Incident at Nazareth: “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon Me”

February 17. The Substance of Jubilee: What 
would it look like?

February 24. The Possibility of Jubilee in 
Twenty-First Century America

Dana Wright’s Bio:
Dana and his wife, Judy, have been actively attending Our 
Redeemer’s this fall. Dana has been a church educator for 
40-some years, most recently 11 years at Everett First 
Presbyterian Director of Christian Formation and Discipleship 
and 10 years as Minister of Education at Bethany Community 
Church in Seattle. He has an M Div from Fuller Seminary with 
a Concentration in Christian Formation and Discipleship and 
a PhD In Christian Education from Princeton Seminary. He 
taught Christian Ed for 3 years on the faculty of Princeton 
Seminary; taught at Eastern Seminary, Salt Lake Seminary and 
Fuller extension in Seattle. He has edited books and also taught 
courses in South India. He and Judy have 3 children and 6 
grandchildren in New Jersey and Seattle.
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Teacher in 
Residence: 
Fred Niedner 
Friday, February 8 - 
Sunday, February 10

Fred teaches regularly at 
Holden Village and was 
a professor of biblical 
theology for 40 years 
at Valparaiso University 

(Pastor Kathy and Pastor Gretchen’s alma mater.)  
He is beloved for his incredible gift of explaining 
the culture and context of Bible stories, to reveal 
how human they are, and the depth of grace 
existing within them. 

“MANNA & MERCY IN THE WILDERNESS”

This February, in the wilderness of winter, and 
also in the wilderness of our unsettling and 
confusing times, Fred will teach and preach on 
the great biblical story of how the people of Israel 
wandered for a generation in the wilderness, 
from bondage to freedom.Throughout, they 
complained and threatened to return to slavery, 
experiencing both the presence and absence of 
God.

This is our story, too. It offers us guidance, 
resources and promises for our own personal and 
community wilderness trek.

Tentative Schedule:

Friday, February 8: 

6PM ~ Welcome Reception and Appetizers 
7PM~ Session 1: How to Recognize a 
Wilderness When You’ve Stumbled into One

Saturday, February 9: 

10AM ~ Session 2: Are We Alone Here? The 
Words and the Word in the Wilderness
Noon~ Lunch - Provided; Free-Will Donation
1PM ~ Session 3: Following Christ through 
the Wilderness, Becoming Part of God’s   
  “Backside”

Sunday, February 10:  

 9AM & 11AM:  Dr. Niedner preaches.

Please save these dates! 

Dr. Niedner’s time with us is possible thanks to 
Our Redeemer’s Endowment Fund.

Theology on Tap 
Tuesday, Jan. 22 ~ 7pm ~ Betsy’s Home

Please come to our monthly Theology on 
Tap evening. Betsy McGregor is hosting 
and all that’s required from you is a snack to 
contribute and a drink of your choice to enjoy. 
Theology on Tap is also a great opportunity 
for friends to learn more about the Our 
Redeemer’s community. Our topic this month 
is yet to be determined, but rest assured it will 
be engaging and provide lot’s to talk about. 
Email Betsy (Bemac7309@gmail.com) to get 
directions to her house. Hope to see you there!
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COME TO THE JOURNEY! 
• Explore your faith 
• Restore your faith.
• Know more about Our Redeemer’s 
• Get acquainted with more folks here.
• Become a member 

EACH OF THESE things take place during what we call “The Journey”. 

We’ll gather Sundays in Lent (March 10 - April 14),  4-6:25pm. Expect “heavy hors d’oeuvres,” 
honest questions, time to listen to the Bible and our own lives, more info about the Lutherans, and 

about ministries at Our Redeemer’s. Child care? You bet, if you let us know you need it. 

You’ll receive a letter if we suspect you might have an interest, but EVERYONE is warmly welcome to 
participate. Please let Pastor Kathy Hawks (kathyh@ ourredeemers.net) or Pastor Gretchen Mertes 

(pastor.gretchen@ourredeemers.net) know you’re interested.

2019 Women’s Retreat: A Sanctuary of Women 
May 3-5, 2019

Women have always gathered to listen to, pray for, share wisdom, and bless one another. Today is no 
different. We need times and places of comfort and challenge with other women.

This spring our women’s retreat will be facilitated by Pastor Kathy, but inspired by three or four 
women who have inspired from generation to generation, starting with Eve and, well, a few others. 

We’ll also dip into Jan Richardson’s book, In the Sanctuary of Women.

We’ll do what we always do at our retreats-  sleep as much as we need to, move in and out of 
conversation and solitude, share as much or as little of our life’s joys and pain as seems right, let music 

and art move us, probably mix in some walks and yoga, and place it all within the shelter of God’s 
unfailing grace. 

Details are still being figured out, but we hope to keep the cost low, and to offer scholarships. 

Willing to help plan the retreat? Please let Pastor Kathy know!

And be sure to put these dates on your calendar! Space will be limited.
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Christian Advocacy 
101 
by: Shannon Beck

Advocacy: public support for or 
recommendation of a particular 
cause or policy (Merriam Webster 
Dictionary)

I have a confession. I came 
late to Christian advocacy – or 
public advocacy of any kind. I 
certainly felt angry and moaned 
and complained about injustices 
I saw. Moreover, I was (and still 
am) an expert at participating 
in righteously indignant 
conversations with people with 
whom I agree. But as it has been 
humorously observed, there is a 
limited amount of effectiveness 
in “vehemently agreeing” with 
each other. I am an introvert of 
northern European heritage, who 
is a bit conflict averse, for heaven’s 
sake. Shouldn’t I just leave 
anything further to someone else? 

Come to find out, no. Often, no. 

Remember abolition; the labor 
rights movement; the ending of 
apartheid in South Africa; the 
U.S. civil rights movement; the 
Good Friday peace agreement in 
Northern Ireland? What did these 
all have in common?

Among other factors, these events 
came to pass because people of 
faith worked in community to 
accompany and publicly support 

principles and policies of equity 
and justice. In each movement, 
Christians put aside differences 
and worked for the sake of peace 
and justice because of their faith 
in a loving, welcoming, justice-
seeking God. In some contexts, 
Lutherans and other Christians 
joined movements after it was 
gaining momentum. In others, 
people of faith were at the 
table from the start, standing in 
succession with the prophets and 
Jesus, calling out what they felt 
Jesus and the scriptures required 
of them.

For changes to be created for 
the environment, LGBTQIA 
inclusion, homelessness, hunger, 
or any pressing issue involving 
communities, I believe we need to 
look closely at causes of injustice 
and be willing to address the 
causes themselves. There is simply 
no way to do that without bringing 
this into the public sphere.  There 
are many ways to respond to 
injustice, but when we respond 
together and publicly to shift 
the world toward God’s beloved 
community, we are more effective.

So why do public advocacy 
here at Our Redeemers? 

1. Creating justice required 
Jesus and prophets to 
advocate for those on the 
margins.  “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me because he 
has anointed me to preach.” 

   Social Justice / EarthCare
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We have been given that same 
Spirit

2. We believe that God’s good 
news is for all, not some. Our 
mission statement reminds 
us that we have Christian 
community “for the life of the 
world.” The kindom of God 
moves us out of complacency 
and cynicism to a growing 
life that is bigger than we can 
imagine.

3. Advocacy helps us listen 
to, support, and love our 
neighbors. “This is the greatest 
commandment” Plus, it’s fun!

Christian advocacy allows us 
to have a bigger impact on 
the world’s injustices. One 
person addressing another is an 
excellent beginning. In the Jewish 
tradition, there is no faith without 
community. We belong to God and 
to each other. We belong to Christ, 
who gave his life for the world.

When Jesus left his earthly life, 
he assured his fearful disciples 
they would not be alone. “I do 
not leave you as orphans”, he 
says in the Gospel of John, “I will 
ask the Father and he will send 
the Spirit” or the advocate. In 
some translations, the word used 
is “the helper”.  The advocate 

came to comfort and accompany 
the disciples as they went into 
the world. As if to clarify, after 
the resurrection, Jesus tells his 
followers, “feed my sheep.” Jesus 
sent his followers into the world to 
take care of the world, to attend 
to the brokenhearted, to bring 
justice to the poor, recovery of 
site to the blind, and to proclaim 
the year of God’s favor. Jesus was 
no longer there, but his disciples 
would be. The same Spirit that 
Jesus proclaimed would be there 
to support the world. 

As Lutherans, we believe we are 
called to live out our faith in the 
public square. We also believe 
that structures and institutions 
and even individuals are capable 
of good. Sometimes it takes more 
than 

They all were movements of 
people, theJesus left his followers 
with some words of comfort in the 
Gospel of John: “I do not leave you 
orphans. I will ask the Father, and 
they will send the advocate”, later 
in John translated as “the spirit of 
truth”. 

“Because I live, you also will live.”  
Jesus leaves the disciples with a 
comfort and a challenge. To clarify, 
after his resurrection, when he 
appears on the road to Emmaus, 
he says, “feed my shep.

‘Therefore, go into the The 
advocate, the Holy Spirit, or “one 
who comes alongside to help” is 
with us so that we can go into all 
the world.  

As Lutherans, we 
believe we are called 
to live out our faith 
in the public square.
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Interested in learning more about advocacy? 
Interfaith Advocacy Days  
February 14, 2019, Olympia, 9am – 3pm. 

Join Our Redeemers members and friends and many other people of faith to learn about and engage 
community concerns as people of faith in this event sponsored by our partner, Faith Action Network. 
We will carpool to Olympia from the church at 7:30am. Are you in? Contact Shannon Beck outreach@
ourredeemers.net http://fanwa.org/interfaith-advocacy-day/ 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days 
Washington DC, April 5-8, 2019

Troubling the Waters for the Healing of the World #GoodTrouble For the past 17 years, over a 
thousand people gather for inspiration, education, networking, and action. This event culminates 
in a trip to The Hill to visit our senators and congress people and their aids with a specific ask. Past 
presenters include Sister Helen Prejean, Jim Wallace, Rev. Dr. William Barber. ELCA is a contribution 
partner and sponsor in this exciting event. Contact Shannon Beck (outreach@ourredeemers.net)  
https://advocacydays.org/2019-troubling-the-waters/ 

Jan 26 - Spokane Legislative 
Conference  
 
Feb 9 - Yakima Advocacy Day 
 
Feb 14 - Interfaith Advocacy 
Day in Olympia

Join advocates in your legislative district to bring voices
of compassion and justice to our elected officials

206-625-9790 | FAN@FANWA.ORG | WWW.FANWA.ORG 

Interfaith 
Advocacy Days

9am-3pm, Spokane Valley UMC

10am-2pm, Wesley UMC

9am-3pm, The United
Churches of Olympia  
and Capitol campus

• Africa Faith and Justice Network

• Alliance of Baptists

• American Baptist Churches USA

• American Friends Service Committee

• Bread for the World

• The Carver Project

• Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good

• Center of Concern

• Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

• Christian Connections for International Health

• Christian Reformed Church

• Church of the Brethren

• Churches for Middle East Peace

• Columban Center for Advocacy and Outreach

• Community of Christ

• Conference of Major Superiors of Men

• Creation Justice Ministries

• Disciples Justice Action Network

• District of Columbia Baptist Convention

• Ecumenical Poverty Initiative

• The Episcopal Church

• Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

• Faith in Public Life

• Franciscan Action Network

• Franciscan Friars (OFM) – Holy Name Province

• Friends Committee on National Legislation

• Global Ministries (UCC/DOC)

• Heeding God’s Call

• Interfaith Committee for Nuclear Disarmament

• Interfaith Worker Justice

• Interfaith Working Group on Trade & 
Investment

• Jubilee USA Network

• Latin America Working Group

• Leadership Conference of Women Religious

• Lutheran Church of the Reformation

• Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service

• Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns

• Medical Mission Sisters

• Mennonite Central Committee U.S., Washington 
Office

• Metropolitan Community Churches

• Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate JPIC 
Office

• National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the 
Good Shepherd

• National Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund

• National Religious Campaign Against Torture

• NewFire Network

• Pax Christi International

• Pax Christi USA

• Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

• Progressive National Baptist Convention

• RESULTS/ RESULTS Educational Fund

• The Salvation Army

• Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

• Sisters of Mercy of the Americas

• Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur JPIC Office

• SOA Watch

• Society of the Divine Word

• Sojourners

• Spiritual Alliance to Stop Intimate Violence

• United Church of Christ

• United Methodist Caretakers of God’s Creation

• United Methodist Women

• United Methodist Church – General Board  
of Church and Society

• Witness for Peace

• Women of Faith for the 1,000 Days Movement

• World Council of Churches

• World Student Christian Federation – NANO

Visit AdvocacyDays.org/sponsors for updated list.

Ecumenical Advocacy Days 
110 Maryland Avenue NE, Suite 110 • Washington, DC 20002 • (571) 882-9730 • info@advocacydays.org

Designed by Perisphere Media – PerisphereMedia.com

Other Sponsors and Partners

#EAD2019  
National Gathering & Congressional Lobby Day

Friday, April 5 - Monday, April 8, 2019  
Washington, D.C. 

@advocacydays/advocacydays /AdvocacyDays

Major Sponsors

Media Sponsor

AdvocacyDays.org/2019  
#ead2019  #GoodTrouble
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Ballard Sunday Dinner 
Continues to Need You! 
Sunday, Jan. 20 ~ Ballard First Lutheran 

Every month we serve a warm meal to our 
hungry and unhoused neighbors. Consider 
feeding our hungry and/or unhoused neighbors 
either date! This gift of hospitality has meaning 
not only in the literal sense of providing 
nourishment for bodies that are often hungry, 
but it is also a way to say to our neighbors who 
live on the margins that we see them and that 
we care. Sign up online at www.tinyurl.com/
ballardsundaydinner to take a turn with a shift!

Road to Housing
We continue to welcome new guests into our 
Road to Housing Program. We are proud to 
be collaborating with Urban League. Vehicle 
residents receive safe parking, stability, access 
to laundry, bathroom, shower and a kitchenette 
while Urban League provides supportive case 
management helping guests along their road to 
housing.

Bring Sandwich Fixings and 
Make Some Sandwiches for 
Hungry People! 
Sunday, Jan. 27th ~ between services

Bring sandwich bread, sliced meats, & sliced 
cheese with you when you come to church! 
We could use at least 20 loaves of bread 
and enough fixings to make at least 300 
sandwiches. The sandwiches are delivered 
on Monday morning to Peter’s Place Day 
Center for homeless men and women. Contact 
Shannon Beck (outreach@ourredeemers. net) 
with any questions!
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Men’s Breakfast 
Wednesday,  Jan. 2 ~ 7am 
Patty’s Egg Nest  
9749 Holman Rd NW

Refresh your spirit in the new year with good 
company, coffee, and pancakes at Patty’s Egg 
Nest. 

Young Families 
Saturday, Jan. 5 ~ 10am

Young Families Group is for families with a kid 
three and under.  We are gathering on January 
5th at the Niedner’s house for a potluck/playdate.  
Bring your favorite kid-friendly food and your kid 
and let’s hang out!

   Community

Madonnas Book Group: 
Before We Were Yours 
Sunday, Jan. 13 ~ 4pm

Our next gathering will be on Sunday, January 
13 @ 4pm, place tba, to discuss Before We 
Were Yours by Lisa Wingate. Contact Margaret 
Wetter (margaretwetter@comcast.net) for 
more info.
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Life Masters (50+): 
Taproot Theater 
Tuesday, Jan. 29 ~ 2pm

Life masters is going to Taproot Theater to see 
ARSENIC AND OLD LACE,  a comedy  that takes 
protecting family to a comedic extreme. It is 
about protecting family, community, friendship 
and unconditional love.                

The date is January 29 at 2 p.m.

I am going to buy 10 tickets the first week of 
January. The discounted price is $16. The first 10 
people to respond and pay will

get this discounted price.  Otherwise, the cost will 
be $20. Seats go quickly.

Please respond to Lynne at  
buckomcneill@yahoo.com

.

Sunday Sermon Friends
During the sermon at both the 9am and 11am 
services, your help is needed to let busy kids 
have a fun, meaningful, BRIEF activity during the 
sermon time, related to worship.  This is a vital 
part of our ministry with and to families, and you 
can be a part of it.  If you’re able to volunteer 
once a month, or once every other month, please 
let Pastor Gretchen know.  All materials and 
activities can be provided, or you can bring your 
creativity to the table.

Summer Save the Dates
CAMP LUTHERHAVEN  

June 23-28

HOLDEN VILLAGE 
July 14-20

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
July 29- August 2
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What drew you to attend Our Redeemer’s 
and become a member? 

I liked the diverse group of people at Our 
Redeemers – that was interesting to me.  All ages 
and attitudes are welcome.  Also, it was close to 
home. 

Where are you and your family from?

I grew up in Virginia (outside of Washington, DC).  
My dad worked for the U.S. Government and 
my mother was a teacher. I have two brothers 
(twins). One brother has passed away and the 
other brother lives in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. 
I was born in El Paso, TX.   

I met my husband Mason at the College of 
William & Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. We 
worked together on the college newspaper (the 
“Flat Hat”). It was an award-winning newspaper, 
although there were no journalism classes at the 
college. Mason and I were married on June 22, 
1963 in Arlington, TX. We moved to Seattle in 
1965  and lived on Queen Anne. During my time 
in Seattle, I was a substitute teacher and led a 
tutoring program at Whittier Elementary.  I was 
a member of Washington Literacy.  My husband 
Mason was hired by “The Seattle Times” as a 
copy editor and worked at numerous positions.  
Ultimately he was the President of “The Times” 
company. After Mason’s retirement, we traveled 
to many places including the Antarctic, Brazil, 
Russia and Italy, which were among our favorite 
destinations. Unfortunately, Mason passed away 
last New Year’s Eve in Arizona. He was in Arizona 
with a good friend to go to the Husky game, but 
collapsed before the game. We were married 

54-1/2 years. We have two daughters,  Jill and 
Jennifer.  Jill, husband Tim, and granddaughter 
Leah (age 16) live in the Crown Hill area. Tim  is 
a contractor and Jill works for Pemco insurance. 
Jennifer and husband Clint  live on six acres 
near Woodinville and have two horses and three 
dogs.  He works for McKinstry Construction and 
performs in rodeos.  Jennifer is an executive at 
Starbucks.  

What are your interests? 

Reading, and planting flowers.  I am a tutor for 
ESL students through the library. 

What do you look forward to in the coming 
year? 

Moving to a house/cottage at Ida Culver.  It is 
being remodeled now. 

Favorite thing about coming to Our 
Redeemer’s? 

Diversity of people attending church – all ages 
and attitudes/gender identities. The pastors are 
very welcoming and supportive. 

Tell us something about you that we may not 
already know – surprise us! 

The reason why I was born in Texas:  My parents 
were living in New Mexico at the time my mother 
was pregnant with me.  My father was working 
for the Civilian Conservation Corps (the “CCC”) 
under President Franklin Roosevelt.  They drove 
to El Paso, TX where I was born because there 
was no way I was going to be born in any state 
but Texas.

Member Highlight: Connie Sizemore
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MILESTONES

January Birthdays
2 Ryan Brady
2 Carleen See
5 Elyse Allen
5 Erica Prentice
7 Mark Buening
8 Annelise Glover
9 Brennalee Campbell
9 Paula Hlastala
10 Rocco Lenihan
12 Marie Nordquist-Lessard
12 Charlie See
13 Carole Trigstad

14 Joshua Liljenstolpe
14 Arlene Templin
15 Chloe Dixon
15 Colette Duke
15 Dave Pelto
15 Joe Saldin
15 Oskar Somm
16 Kim Barowicz
17 Miriam Neu
21 Lynne McNeill
22 Dorothy Egaas
22 Quinn McCormick

22 Paul Wallstrom
23 Max Olson
23 Erica Orr
25 Heather Cook
25 Janice LaBrash
27 Lars Anderson Sveum 

             Hanson
27 Jonah Hlastala
28 Linda Oswald
29 Elisabeth Parker
29 Don Simpson
30 Annette White-Yetter

Follow Us on Instagram!
We are on Instagram! Follow us and see what 
exciting things are happening around the church. @
ourredeemersballard 

Like Us on Facebook!
Do you like Our Redeemer’s? Then like 
Our Redeemer’s Facebook page!
An easy way to invite and engage your 
friends.

Those turning 90+:
Blanche Anderson who was born on January 3, 1925 and is turning 93!

Ruby Brantner who was born on January 30, 1917 and is turning 101!

The Life of:

Kathy Nelson who passed away on Tuesday, November 27.

Thanks be to God for...
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WEEKLY WORSHIP 
Sunday - 9 a.m. (Informal) ~ 11 a.m. (Traditional)  
Thursday - 6 p.m. (Centering Prayer)

Exploring Faith and Justice: 
Immigration

 
Sundays ~ 10am ~ Fellowship Hall

Join us in January as we explore  
an inter-generational faith and justice study  

on immigration.  

See you there!


