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From the Pastor...

Around 9, I was doing my version of “The Night 
Before Christmas,” except it was “the night 
before Thanksgiving week” when all the holiday 
frenzy begins in earnest.

I was snuggled all warm in my bed, watching 
Netflix. The laundry and dishes, grocery shopping, 
and plans for Turkey Day were done. 

When what to my wondering ears should occur, 
but something making such a racket that I sprang 
to my feet to see what was the matter!

It wasn’t eight tiny reindeer; it was eight 
interconnected, beeping, screeching, warning 
(“Fire! “Fire! “Fire!”) smoke alarms all going off at 
once!

Mercifully, it stopped. But then started again. 
I googled “Smoke alarms all going off at the 
same time” and did everything recommended. 
It stopped for a minute, or two, or ten, and then 
started up again, no matter what I did.

After 2 1/2 hours, I figured out the smoke alarm 
on the ceiling 20 feet above my bed was the 
problem. Climbing on the bed, reaching as high as 
I could with the vacuum wand to stop it or clean 
it didn’t help. So, in exasperation, I went down 
to the fuse box and turned off the power to my 
bedroom.  Aaaaah! Beautiful silence! And sleep.

The alarm went in four years ago. I KNEW it 
would need replacing...at some point. But I don’t 
have a ladder tall enough. And I don’t like heights. 
So, instead of preparing, I wondered: “What will 
I do if it ever does happen?” And I “reasoned”: 
“Maybe alarms for high locations don’t ever 
actually NEED replacing.” 

I always wondered what I’d do if it 
happened...

...And last night, it did.

HA! I bought the smoke alarm to be ready  in 
the event fire ever breaks out. But, since I didn’t 
prepare (buy a ladder), the alarm was useless, 
and I am as vulnerable as if I never bought it in 
the first place.

Why do I tell you this story?

Because it’s so natural to put off readiness in any 
area of our lives -- especially our spiritual lives. 
And Advent is all about readiness.

The word Advent means “Coming!”. During 
Advent, we get ready by watching for God’s 
coming. Where is light shining in the darkness? 
Where do people see God’s image in each other’s 
face? 

For me, Advent at Our Redeemer’s shows us 
how our attention to love, hope and generosity, 
reveal God’s nearness. From the Giving Tree 
to our festival of the Saint from Sweden who 
put candles on her head to bring food to 
impoverished miners. From the beautiful daily 
Advent devotionals written by members to the 
Blue Christmas service which shines light to “the 
people dwelling in deep darkness” this holiday 
season. From the joy of the children’s pageant to 
the hush of the candlelit Christmas Eve worship. 
God is indeed near. 

I am grateful for our beloved community of hope 
and faith. God knows, there is plenty of darkness 
in and around us, but as David LaMotte sings, “All 
the darkness in the world can’t extinguish the 
light of just one candle.”  

So get ready! God is coming 
soon!

Pastor Kathy
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BUILD THE VISION... SHARE THE VISION!

Vision-Aligned Building (VAB) 
As reported in last month’s edition of The Visitor in this space, the VAB 
Team reluctantly reached the conclusion that the scope and budget 
of the building work had changed significantly in the three years since 
atelierjones llc was retained as architect, and that the best way to move 
the project forward would be to retain a new architecture firm.

Therefore, throughout the month of October the Team had four face-to-
face meetings with two possible alternative architecture firms to discuss 
their past work and see how they would tackle our renovation project. 
The team requested and received back formal statement of qualifications 
and fee proposals from both, and subsequently checked their professional 
references and looked at their past work on site and online. The Team 
continued to meet on a regular basis in November to discuss the 
respective qualifications of each firm.

Calvary Legacy Spending Through 10.31.2018  
(rounded to nearest 100)

Staffing Oct. 18 Total-to-date

Staffing-Assoc Pastor 3,750 235,500

Staffing-other (communications & supply pastors) 0 14,500

TOTAL STAFFING 3,750 250,000

Vision-Aligned Building Costs

Stained glass windows preservation (2012) 3,500

VAB-Facility Survey & plan digitizing (2015) 10,200

VAB-Fellowship Hall Construction (2017) 174,300

VAB-Adjacent Property Appraisal (2018) 3,000

VAB-Architecture, consulants, & permit fees (ongoing) 82,500

TOTAL VAB 0 273,500

Initial Costs

Strategic Plan Process (2012-2013) 23,700

Web site start-up (2014-2015) 18,600

TOTAL INITIAL COSTS 42,300

TOTAL CALVARY LEGACY SPENDING 3,750 565,800

After the deadline of this 
month’s newsletter, a 
special congregational 
VAB update  meeting was 
held on Sunday, November 
18 between services in 
the Sanctuary. At this 
meeting, the VAB Team 
planned on reviewing their 
work to date, discussing 
the decision to change 
architects, giving an 
update on where we were 
at now, and providing 
the congregation with 
information about the 
potential new architecture 
firms.

The Church Council will also 
be briefed on VAB Team 
progress at their regular 
meeting on November 
20. Any decisions 
about actions requiring 
congregational approval 
will be included in next 
month’s VAB Update in the 
space and the usual church 
publicity avenues.  

The VAB Team is: Mike 
Hlastala, Pastor Kathy 
Hawks, Kirstin Malone, 
Ryan Mertes, Jim 
Arnold, Guy Michaelsen, 
and Don Boelter, 
Parish Administrator 
(administrator@
ourredeemers.net, 206-
783-7900 x.107).
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   Living Generously

The Gift of Christmas 
by Kay Sterner

One of my favorite memories of Christmas is listening 
to Pastor Dahlstrom read O’Henry’s The Gift of the 
Magi during Christmas Eve service at Calvary Lutheran 
Church in Rapid City, SD. It was the first Lutheran 
version of midnight mass I had been allowed to attend. 
A midnight start meant 9 pm, so my mom conceded 
that it would be ok for me to stay up a bit past my 
bedtime. The sanctuary was lit mostly by candlelight, 
and I smell candle wax and evergreen when I picture 
Pastor Dahlstrom in my mind’s eye. It was snowing 
outside. It was magical.

I didn’t know the story, so the twist at the end truly 
shocked me. Not knowing anything about what kind of 
love it takes to make a partnership work at age 11, the 
story gave me a taste of the sacrifices we make to gift 
what we can to those we love most. I thought it was a 
contemporary story and remember my surprise when 
my grandmother told me it had been written in the 
19th century. The story is timeless.

Here’s what I think about when I remember that 
beautiful night. 

First, Pastor Dahlstrom’s gift to his congregation was 
intangible, cost him very little, and will last my lifetime. 
Yes, there were operational costs of the church, but 
I’m willing to wager he would have told that story at 
his kitchen table for anyone who stopped by to listen. 
Pastor Dahlstrom baptized my son 25 years later at 
my parent’s home by the creek. He had retired at that 
point, and my mom gifted him money for his work. He 
promptly wrote her a thank you note for her gift for his 
gift, and told her he had gifted the money to children 
who were in need. His gifts keep on gifting: here he is 
gifting you this story through me.

The second is the grace the young couple gave one 
another. They gave up their best and ended up with 
nearly useless gifts in the process. O’Henry doesn’t tell 
us that they stifled their tears and laughed a bit during 
dinner, but I know they did. I can imagine them tenderly 

holding one another as well -- brimming with love, a 
slice of mirth, an ounce of regret. I’m a wife now. I’ve 
partnered with my husband for over 14 years. I can 
imagine us doing something like this for one another 
during our early years of courting and marriage -- 
wanting to give our best to the one we love the most, 
and completely overdoing it in the process. 

In the end this story is supposed to be about Christmas 
and avoiding the pitfalls of overconsumption -- keeping 
the Christ in Christmas if you will. I can’t claim to speak 
for Christ, but I think the two strands of the same 
thread I just wrote about offer a few clues about how to 
stay close to your values this Christmas without getting 
lost in our materialistic culture. 

We all want to give the best and most beautiful to 
our loved ones, and we all want to be seen deeply 
by the gift giver. But these expectations may come 
with a price that we cannot pay -- for a multiplicity 
of reasons. Have you talked with your family to bring 
God’s grace to your Christmas to manage expectations 
and financial stress? Your youngest may be 
disappointed that they don’t get all of the newest and 
best under the tree, but creating room for God’s grace 
now will carry them forward into future Christmases, 
creating more depth and meaning.  

Speaking of stress, does the thought of Christmas 
gnaw at your gut and fill you with a sense of doom? 
Perhaps you take on more than what you can give. A 
night telling The Gift of the Magi around your kitchen 
table with family and friends (just like I imagine Pastor 
Dahlstrom is still doing) may be more of what everyone 
needs than making or buying dozens of treats for 
another Christmas party. What can you do and how can 
you be to create memories and gifts that keep giving, 
maybe smelling of wax and evergreen, and are deeply 
steeped in God’s love for all of us? The (free) gift of 
being gracefully present during the Christmas season 
to your family and friends may be the gift that keeps on 
giving in ways that you will never come to fully know. 

May your Christmas be filled with God’s loving presence 
and unconditional love. May you delight in the gift of 
your life. Amen. 
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We are blessed, Our Redeemer’s, by a stellar 
group of folks who generously give time, 
creativity, heart, and prayer to make sure people 
of Our Redeemer’s realize we don’t give to meet 
a budget, but as part of living our whole lives 
generously. 

That’s a tall order! To see all our gifts as full of 
potential for God’s kingdom. 

To help us, our Generosity Team have: 

• Been writing an article for this newsletter 
each month. (See Kay Sterner’s beautiful 
thoughts on Gifts this month.) 

• Latife Neu (with Jerry Andrews’ assistance) 
has been facilitating our second Financial 
Peace University class -- helping us get real 
about spending and giving and life. 

• Our Church Council has set a goal to 
“Make generosity a core value for Our 
Redeemer’s.” We’ve had great conversations 
about what that involves for us as 
congregational leaders and as individuals. 
Three council members, Terrence Rindler, 
Shelbe Kukowski (President) and, Amy 
Dahlgren (Treasurer) spoke to the 
congregation about why they like to give.

• Patsy Baker, Drew Barowicz, Ryan Brown, 

Nicola LaGuardia, Terrence and Lyndsay 
Rindler, shared in written form a bit about 
what Our Redeemer’s means to them.

• And then there is all the love and effort 
and care of our Living Generously pledging 
emphasis. From gorging on Swedish 
pancakes, to the beautiful stewardship 
packet, to the temple talks, to inviting 
people to reflect on what they hope their 
pledge and offerings will make possible. 

Who made all this happen? Well, all of us, of 
course. 

And, more specifically, Jerry Andrews, Ronda 
Andrews, Ellen Arrington, Patsy Baker, Drew 
Barowicz, Tom Bernard, Don Boelter, Ryan 
Brown, Bob Carlson, Carl Christenson, Ross and 
Dinah Coble, Amy Dahlgren, Stephanie Fowler, 
Kari Guddal, Jean Hall, Shelbe Kukowski, Nicola 
LaGuardia, Latife Neu, Jonath Ochs, Emilie 
Purvine, Terrence Rindler, Stephanie and Eric 
Running, Niels Running. Kim Smith, Kay Sterner, 
Julie Vannoy, Paul Wallstrom, and Margaret 
Wetter. 

We thank each of these people for the part they 
played in raising up generosity as at the heart 
of God’s grace, and in the hearts of those of us 
called to love as God has loved us. THANK YOU!

        

Heartfelt Thanks to You, Generosity Team! 
You inspire us!
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Thank You For Your Pledge: You Are Supporting God’s Work
 84 households have pledged to support Our Redeemer’s financially in 2019. 

Have you done so yet? If not, please spend some time reflecting and praying about God’s faithfulness 
and goodness to you, and how you can best express your gratitude and trust. 

On behalf of our beloved congregation and on behalf of all who are blessed by what God is doing 
through us, THANK YOU for your pledge and your support, and THANKS BE TO GOD, for all God’s 
blessings to us all! 

Creative Ways to Live Generously at Year’s End 
Especially helpful with new tax laws

People at Our Redeemer’s are always giving -- year round -- of time, energy, skills, and financial 
resources.  Such generous living allows us to serve God, bless one another and care for those in 
great need, near and far.  

Thank you again for being so generous and faithful in shining the light and grace of Christ into our 
world.

If you have not yet fulfilled our pledge, or find yourself moved to give a special year-end gift, you 
might want to look into these options:

Charitable distributions from IRAs  
If you are 70 1/2 years or older, you may “roll over” up to $100,000 to qualified charities, 
including Our Redeemer’s.  To take advantage of this, the IRA administrator must issue the check 
directly to Our Redeemer’s.  You do not declare this distribution as income on your tax return, nor 
does it qualify for a charitable tax deduction.  So, this way of giving may be helpful, if you do not 
itemize.

This does qualify as all (or part) of the required minimum distribution from an IRA, and may result 
in some tax savings.

Gifts of Stock  
 Increased stock prices make gifts of appreciated stock attractive this year.  If a stock has 
increased in value and you have held it for at least a year and a day, you can deduct it as a 
charitable contribution at full market value.  For tax purposes, the date of transfer applies.

For help with stock transfers, please contact our Parish Administrator, Don Boelter, at 
administrator@ourredeemers.net or 206-783-7900 (107).

For tax purposes, all charitable gifts must be completed by December 31, 2018.  Please consult 
your attorney or professional advisor for advice.
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC

Luciafest
Sunday, Dec. 9 ~ 5 p.m.
Bringing the story of Sancta Lucia to life 
is a beloved tradition in Sweden, and Our 
Redeemer’s is delighted to bring Lucia’s message 
of light and charity to the community with a 
traditional tåg (procession), music, food, dancing 
and costumes. You are invited to join in the fun!

Annual Pageant 
Sunday, Dec. 16 ~ 11am
Calling all angels, shepherds, donkeys, and wise 
guys! The Christmas Pageant is coming! Children 
are invited to participate at whatever level they 
are comfortable – singing, reading, hamming 
it up, or quietly standing. Rehearsal: Saturday, 
December 15th, 9am-11am! Pageant: Sunday, 
December 16th, 11am. Please plan to arrive 
at 10:15am for costumes and things.  If your 
child would like a speaking part, or a solo, please 
contact Pastor Gretchen ASAP.  Sign ups will be 
in the Fellowship Hall!

Blue Christmas  
Thursday, Dec 20 ~ 7pm

Christmas for many is not just “merry and 
bright”. Maybe for you,  the season is stressful 
with sad memories or expectations you no 
longer can meet. This worship service honors 
those feelings and frustrations and offers 
comfort, hope, and healing. You are all welcome, 
so please join us at Our Redeemer’s Lutheran on: 

Thursday, December 20 , 2018
7:00  pm with refreshments following
Childcare Provided

Don’t hesitate to call for more information at the 
church office: 206-783-7900

Feeling Stressed? 
Thursdays, 6-6:35PM. 

Once a week, give yourself half an hour of 
candlelit quiet in our beautiful sanctuary. You 
do not need to speak or sing anything. Come 
experience the healing  silence for yourself.  

Centering Prayer is:

• 10 minutes of calming (recorded) chant.

• 20 minutes of silence with a word or 
phrase you choose to remind you you 

want to be in God’s presence.

• A 2-4 minute spiritual reading. 

• Then, leave or take in more quiet.
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Family Christmas Eve 
Monday, Dec. 24 ~ 4pm
If you’re looking for a Christmas Eve service 
where your kids can wiggle and sing, and 
experience the joy of the Christmas story in and 
interactive and engaging way, then you’ve found 
the right place.  At 4:00pm, we will gather for a 
service of caroling, stories, communion, and even 
candlelight.  Using the wonderful book “William’s 
Winter Nap,” we will tell the story of how every 
person, big or small, is welcomed and wanted. 
Please come!

New Year Service 
Sunday, Dec. 30 ~ 10am
On December 30 @10am we will have one 
special service welcoming the new year.  Come, 
bring your resolutions and your hopes to resolve 
once again that Love wins, and God is good.  Our 
worship will be filled with experiential ways to 
pray, and wonderful songs to sing. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service 
Monday, Dec. 24 ~ 10:00pm

Picture the still darkness of Christmas Eve 
night with choir, orchestra, hand bells, and 
congregation, united in the sacred sounds of 
“Silent Night,” faces lit only by shared candlelight.

Picture the festivity of “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
and “Joy to the World,” joining in with full voices, 
brass, woodwinds, and strings, welcoming the 
Christ Child into our world.

Both pictures represent the experiences shared at 
our 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service.  Please join 
as we ponder and celebrate, with silence and with 
joy, the mystery and gift of Jesus’ birth.  All are 
welcome!

Join the Christmas Eve 
Handbells and Orchestra!

All are welcome to participate.  
Contact Karen Lee (karen@ourredeemers.net)  

for more rehearsal dates and information!



10 The Visitor December 2018

   Faith Formation

Bible Study on Wednesday 
Mornings at 10:30am 
by: Carolyn Swanson

10:30am-noon ~ Church Library

The Bible is the cradle wherein Christ is laid.

Christmas as we know it wouldn’t exist without 
Martin Luther. Five centuries ago, children 
received gifts on December 6th for St. Nicholas 
Day, a tradition that still continues in many 
European countries today. Luther wanted to 
emphasize the importance of Christ’s birth 
on December 25th, so he started a family 
celebration now known as Christmas. As a gift 
for his son, he wrote the Christmas carol Vom 
Himmel hoch (From Heaven above to earth I 
come…), wherein the joy of the gospel is sung.

From heaven above to earth I come / To bear 
good news to every home / Glad tidings of great 
joy I bring / Whereof I now will say and sing / To 
you this night is born a child / Of Mary, chosen 
virgin mild / This little child, of lowly birth / Shall 
be the joy of all the earth.

Luther marveled at God’s amazing plan: He sends 
a little baby as weak as an earthworm, lying in 
the feedbox of a donkey. And that little baby 
crunches the devil’s back and overcomes all the 
power of hell and sin and death.

The Wednesday Bible Study on Luther and the 
Reformation continues in the new year. We will 
contemplate Luther’s quote: The Bible is the 
cradle wherein Christ is laid. 

Exploring Faith & Justice:  
All Ages! 
Sundays ~ 10am

In December, we have a shortened schedule, and 
will be singing together as an act of community 
and justice!

• December 2 & 9 @10am - Family Choir 
rehearsals with Pastor Gretchen to learn a fun 
song or two to be included in…

• December 16- During the 11am service - 
…the Annual Christmas Pageant!  Help bring joy to 
the annual pageant in the Family Choir! 

Congratulations  
to the Confirmands  

who proclaimed their faith 
 last month! 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW... 
FOR A RARE OPPORTUNITY!

Beloved Theologian, Biblical Scholar,  
and Pastor

Fred Niedner
Comes to Our Redeemer’s

Friday, February 8 thru Sunday, February 10

Some of you may know Professor Niedner from his regular teaching at Holden Village. Pastor Gretchen 
and Pastor Kathy know him from their days at Valparaiso University. All who have heard him know he 
has a genius for opening our eyes to the acutely relevant and human dimensions of scripture, in ways 
that leave us changed and blessed.

This winter, a wilderness of its own kind, and in the wilderness of our unsettling and confusing times, 
Fred will teach and preach on one of the great biblical stories that resonates from Hebrew scriptures 
to the New Testament to our own lives.  Be sure to save the dates! More details to come.

MANNA AND MERCY IN THE WILDERNESS

Between bondage and freedom, the people of Israel wandered for a generation in the wilderness. 
Throughout the journey, they murmured about scarcity, complained against their leaders, and 
considered returning to slavery. They knew intimately both the presence and absence of God. They 
learned to depend on mercy, one day at a time, and no one got out alive. This is our story, too. 
This brief Bible study series probes the guides, resources, and promises the scriptures offer for our 
personal and community wilderness trek.

Session 1 – How to Recognize a Wilderness When You’ve Stumbled into One 
 Friday dinner and class.

Session 2 – Are We Alone Here? The Words and the Word in the Wilderness
 Saturday morning.

Session 3 – Following Christ through the Wilderness, Becoming Part of God’s “Backside
 Saturday afternoon.

Fred Niedner taught biblical theology and Hebrew language in Valparaiso University’s Department 
of Theology for 40 years. In alleged retirement, he contributes to publications that support the 
church’s ministry of preaching and writes a fortnightly Sunday op-ed column for the Chicago Tribune’s 
northwest Indiana edition.
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   Social Justice / EarthCare
Social Justice Transition
We are honored to welcome Shannon Beck as Interim 
Social Justice Coordinator. She will be serving in this 
position through Spring 2019. Shannon has an incredible 
wealth of experience – she served here in Seattle as a 
Community Organizer for the Washington State Religious 
Campaign Against Torture, and in roles at the First United 
Methodist Church in Seattle as well as over a decade 
with the Presbyterian’s in Seattle in social justice and 
peace making. She also worked in global mission as 
the Reconciliation and Anti-violence Catalyst for the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, based in Louisville, Kentucky. 
Since returning home to Seattle last year, she has 
worked with homeless and underserved youth through 

Fare Start. Shannon has a BA in Education and an MA in Theology – and is also a delightful modern-
folk singer and songwriter! With her wealth of experience, and especially her experience with interim 
positions, we at Our Redeemer’s are blessed by her joining our staff in this interim position.

Some of you may be wondering why we have decided to hire an interim, rather than moving directly 
toward filling the position. The primary reason is that at the Church Council’s fall retreat, we reviewed 
Our Redeemer’s strategic plan and the 3 years of action items (including new staff, programing, etc.) 
that we began in mid-2014. Where are we now? Turns out, we’re doing great except when it comes to 
truly engaging the wider neighborhood. That’s challenging, of course, as most congregations aren’t used 
to doing that.

So, at the end of that retreat, the Council set a date for another retreat to focus on our third objective, 
“Inviting People In/Ministry-Based Partnerships.” What does this really mean? How can we be more 
effective? Based on this upcoming Council retreat, it seemed wise to keep the position open until we 
have more clarity. Therefore, we decided to invite Shannon to serve as Interim and keep the momentum 
going until after the Council retreat in February.

Please reach out and welcome Shannon! You can email her at outreach@ourredeemers.net or call her at 
206-783-7900 x103.
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Community Partner:  
Bridge Care Center
The Bridge Care Center (BCC) is a 
drop-in center for men and women 
experiencing homelessness or economic 
hardship in the Ballard area of Seattle.  

At our core, the work we do at the BCC is 
rooted in dignity - we know that all people are 
valuable and have worth. This is part of the 
reason that we call our “clients” our “friends”. 
Their stories are important, and we want to 
truly know them, not just help them with their 
problems. To know and be known is a part of 
the image of God in each of us- to make an 
effort to know someone is to recognize the 
image of God in him or her! So often people 
experiencing homelessness feel invisible to 
people who walk by them on the street.  One 
thing we can all do is make an effort to SEE 
them, and to recognize that they are also 
human.  This can be as simple as a smile or a 
“hello”, or if you have time, hearing their story. 
It can be a bit uncomfortable, because it’s 
acknowledging that this person is living in an 
uncomfortable circumstance, but it’s dignifying 
to hear their story, and to sympathize.  You 
won’t be able to solve all of their problems in 
that moment, but you can always show care, 
pray for them, and refer them to resources (like 
the Bridge Care Center!)

We see caring for our community as a 
collaborative effort, where we help bridge 
connections between our clients and various 
organizations/services in order to provide 
sustained support for those struggling and 
those working to move themselves up and out 
of homelessness. As our friends share with us 
what they need help with, we are able to use 
our knowledge and partnership with other local 
agencies to help them meet their goals.  It is 
empowering for our friends to be able to work 
on their own hurdles with our support.  It’s also 
helpful to be in partnership with other local 
providers, so that we can refer rather than 
duplicate services. The BCC is one of the only 
places in the Ballard area providing a clothing 
closet for adults, and we truly appreciate the 
clothing drive and donations in October from 
Our Redeemer’s! 

Last year, the BCC saw over 816 friends, 
many of whom visited us regularly.  We gave 
out 26,000 resources in the form of clothes, 
hygiene items, sleeping bags and backpacks. 
We provided a Thanksgiving meal for more than 
100 of our friends experiencing homelessness.  
All of this is possible because of partners like 
you supporting this mission, and caring for our 
friends in tangible ways. 

Thank you for your partnership!  

Jen Manlief
Director of the Bridge Care Center
Open Tuesday and Thursday from 10am-2pm, 
as well as the 1st and 3rd Saturdays
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The Giving Tree is Here!
Every year, we host a “Giving Tree” in our 
narthex, with gifts that homeless children and 
mothers from Mary’s Place, families recovering 
from domestic violence at New Beginnings, as 
well as our own Road2Housing guests, have 
requested. It’s an excellent thing, to share 
generosity during the holidays. If you have 
questions, contact Paula Hlastala (paulala343@
hotmail.com). Happy shopping!

Ballard Sunday Dinner 
Continues to Need You! 
Sunday Dec. 16th  AND Dec. 30st  

Every month we serve a warm meal to our 
hungry and unhoused neighbors. This month 
we’re serving two meals! Sunday December 16th 
per usual, and an additional date December 30th. 
Consider feeding our hungry and/or unhoused 
neighbors either date! This gift of hospitality has 
meaning not only in the literal sense of providing 
nourishment for bodies that are often hungry, 
but it is also a way to say to our neighbors who 
live on the margins that we see them and that 
we care. Sign up online at www.tinyurl.com/
ballardsundaydinner to take a turn with a shift!

Road to Housing
We continue to welcome new guests into our 
Road to Housing Program. We are proud to 
be collaborating with Urban League. Vehicle 
residents receive safe parking, stability, access 
to laundry, bathroom, shower and a kitchenette 
while Urban League provides supportive case 
management helping guests along their road to 
housing. 

Feeding the People
Social Justice was all about feeding the people 
last month. At November’s Ballard Sunday 
Dinner we served 65 hungry people a warm 
and nutritious dinner. Four days later 100+ 
volunteers prepared and served a delicious no-
cost Thanksgiving Meal to over 200 people! 
Three days after that, we made more than 300 
sandwiches to be delivered to Peter’s Place, a day 
center for people experiencing homelessness. In 
summary, Our Redeemer’s fed 550+ people over 
the course of a week. What a tremendous way 
to celebrate the Holiday of gratitude: by sharing 
radical welcome and a meal with anyone seeking 
it.

Thank you! Lutheran World 
Relief
At the In-Gathering in November, two semi-
truck trailers were filled by churches across the 
region, and sent off to help wherever they are 
most needed, whether in the US or World Wide. 
Our Redeemer’s, specifically, sent 112 school 
kits,  24 Quilts and 8 Personal Care kits in the 
2018 Fall Loading. Shipping costs came to over 
$400, so any donations are welcome!  

We had a good turnout from other churches 
who took approximately 60 boxes of fabric from 
Queen Anne Lutheran collections to make more 
quilts. We recycle!

Thank you so much for the delicious food and 
treat donations, and thank you to the helpers in 
the kitchen especially Life Masters!!The weather 
was chilly and rainy - hot coffee and soup helped 
the loaders find comfort during breaks.

Thank you for your ongoing support of this 
important ministry.
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Men’s Breakfast 
Wednesday,  November 7 ~ 7am 
Patty’s Egg Nest  
9749 Holman Rd NW

Refresh your spirit with good company, coffee, 
and pancakes at Patty’s Egg Nest. 

Madonnas Book Group 
Sunday, Dec. 30 ~ 4pm

Our next gathering will be on Sunday, December 
30 @ 4pm, place tba, to discuss The Blackhouse 
by Peter May. Contact Margaret Wetter 
(margaretwetter@comcast.net) for more info.

Bake Cookies for Luciafest! 
Before Dec. 9

It is so nice to welcome the community with 
homemade or festive treats. Drop any cookies 
off in the kitchen the morning of Dec 9 or earlier, 
and label them “Lucia.” Gluten free desserts are 
especially welcome.

Christmas Poinsettias  
Before Dec. 16

Honor your loved ones with Christmas 
Poinsettias. Again, this year, we are collecting 
donations for poinsettias, which may be given 
in memory of or to honor a loved one in your 
life. Donate any amount you wish in the flower 
envelopes located in the pews (11am service) 
or on the clipboards (9am service). Donations 
must be turned into the church office by Sunday, 
December 16.

Jo Bell Memorial Service 
Saturday, Dec. 15 ~ 1pm

Please join us Saturday, December 15 at 1pm to 
remember Jo Bell’s life. There will be a reception 
following in the Fellowship Hall.

   Community
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Two Caroling Opportunities 
Saturday, Dec. 1 ~ 11am

The gift of song is one of the best gifts you can 
give!  This year, we have two traveling caroling 
opportunities in our church family, both leaving 
from church at 12:30pm.  The first, on Sunday 
December 2, is lead by Pastor Gretchen Mertes, 
headed to 4 different retirement communities 
to share some joy.  The second, on Sunday 
December 14th, lead by Miss Karen Lee, will 
be traveling to the homes of our members who 
cannot be with us regularly in worship do to help 
restrictions.  It’s fun, fellowship, and the best kind 
of sharing to bring the joy of the season to those 
who have a hard time coming to be with us.  Sign 
up in the Fellowship Hall - families are welcomed 
in both groups!

Sunday Sermon Friends
We are having so much fun with our Sunday 
Sermon Friends program, where a friendly adult 
helps wiggly kids have a fun activity during the 
sermon time.  Kids are excused at the beginning 
of the sermon, and come back immediately 
following to participate in the rest of the service.  
If you think that you can be a leader in this 
program, please contact Pastor Gretchen.  Help is 
always needed, and our kids (and their families) 
thank you.

No Kidding!  
Christmas Eve Eve Party
Calling all young folks!  We need your help.  Join 
us on Christmas Eve Eve (December 23) at 6pm 
for food and folding.  There’s a LOT of bulletins 
for Christmas Eve, and we thought it would be 
wonderful to have fun getting it all done.  Bring 
your favorite beverage, and we’ll have food to 
share.  Afterward, we may even head out for 
some post-folding karaoke!  Who knows what the 
holiday spirit will bring? 

Life Masters Updates
• Life masters will be joining Pastor Gretchen’s 

group for Christmas caroling on December 
2nd at 12:30

• 10 tickets to Taproot Theater’s performance 
on January 29th , 2 pm matinee will be 
available for $16 on a first come basis to 
Lynne.

• February 22nd will be a brown bag lunch and 
game day in Fellowship Hall...may include 
wine tasting!

• March 2nd the group will support ORLC 
auction

• On the horizon, Pastor Kathy is researching a 
book to study interactively on the writings of 
Luke.
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CHRISTMAS DATES 
TO REMEMBER

Sun, Dec. 2  CAROLING W/ PASTOR GRETCHEN 1230pm

Sun, Dec. 9   LUCIAFEST 5pm

Tues, Dec. 11  TREE TRIMMING PARTY 6pm

Sun, Dec. 16  ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 11am

Sun, Dec. 16  CAROLING W/ KAREN LEE 1230pm

Thurs, Dec. 20  BLUE CHRISTMAS 7pm

Sun, Dec. 23   CHRISTMAS EVE EVE PARTY 6pm

Mon, Dec. 24   CHRISTMAS EVE 
     FAMILY CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 4pm  
     CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 10pm

Dec. 25-26   MERRY CHRISTMAS! Office Closed 

Sun, Dec. 30   New Years Service 10am - ONE SERVICE!

Dec. 31-Jan. 2   HAPPY NEW YEAR! Office Closed 
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MILESTONES

December Birthdays
1 David Kinner
1 Jeffrey Luebbe
1 Valerie Millard
2 Holly Campbell
2 Orin Beranek
2 Kyle McBride
2 Dinah Coble
2 Linda Ahlvin
3 Patti Nebel
3 Justin Kiggins
4 Hawkeye Grumm
4 Harold Sigurdson
4 Randi Parker
4 Umar Abdullah
4 James Voss
4 Erica Lee

5 Edward Kloth
6 Fred Flickinger
7 Cheree Chabot
7 Karen Wilson
7 Ingrid Brissette
8 Juniper Niedner
8 Alexander Nyhus
9 Angeline Dovinh
9 Emily Malone
10 Kjersti Sangrey
11 Patrick Copeland
11 Jensen Kiggins
13 Anne Lewis
14 Sean Brady
16 Colin McBride
16 Ada Brady

16 Iliana Niedner
19 Natasha Parker
20 Taylor Anderson
20 Nicole McCormick
21 Gracie Osborn
24 Ronda Andrews
24 Jennifer Stock
25 Natalie Evidon
25 Ross Coble
26 Johnna Michaelsen
26 Julie Lowe
27 Heidi Osborn
28 Callan Duke
29 Ingrid Taylor
30 JoAnn Gibson

Follow Us on Instagram!
We are on Instagram! Follow us and see what 
exciting things are happening around the church. @
ourredeemersballard 

Like Us on Facebook!
Do you like Our Redeemer’s? Then like 
Our Redeemer’s Facebook page!
An easy way to invite and engage your 
friends.

The Birth of:
Madeleine Irene Fowler, born October 27, 2018 to parents Stephanie and Morgan 
Fowler

The Baptism of:
Elisabeth Parker on November 14, 2018.

Elizabeth Rallo on November 14, 2018.

The Life of:

Jo Bell who passed away on Sunday, November 18 at the age of 88.

Thanks be to God for...
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WEEKLY WORSHIP 
Sunday - 9 a.m. (Informal) ~ 11 a.m. (Traditional)  
Thursday - 6 p.m. (Centering Prayer)

Join us in Celebrating 
this Christmas Eve!

 
Family Candlelight Service 4pm  

Traditional Candlelight Service 10pm


