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COVER: Jesus’ birth and death-- a promise fulfilled. 
INSIDE COVER: Dancing around the Christmas tree after Luciafest.



FROM THE PASTOR
The Christmas story is full of strangers. Mary and Joseph are strangers -- in a town unfamiliar to 
them. Mary and Joseph have never laid eyes on the shepherds who show up.  The Magi (aka wise 
men), aren’t just unknown to Jesus’ family, they are foreigners from a different country AND practice a 
different religion altogether.

Right from the beginning of Jesus’ life, he brings people together who’ve never met, may not speak 
the same language, come from different classes (poverty-stricken to wealthy), and don’t even share 
the same faith.

If we truly want to celebrate Jesus’ birth and follow him, we’ve got to develop our own ability to relate 
to, understand, welcome and live with strangers who seem very different from us. This has always 
been a hallmark of Jesus’ gospel, and his ministry, and his church.

Right now, I’d say our faith in Christ means we must develop relationships with such folks, no matter 
what exaggerated threats are filling up on social media. Or perhaps because of such misinformation. 
Believing all Muslims are dangerous because of ISIS is like believing all Christians are a threat because 
the Branch Davidians said their 1993 Waco, TX siege was a prelude to Christ’s second coming. 
We’ve got to be able to recognize when religious language is being used for extremely anti-religious 
purposes. Faced with the current rhetoric, Christ calls us once again to relate to strangers as 
neighbors.

Our Redeemer’s has some history of learning about and relating to other faiths.  With Mark Buening’s 
help, we had a small monthly Muslim-Christian dialogue for a couple of years, and got to know folks at 
the Ahmadiyya mosque in Lynnwood. Paul Ingram, retired religion prof from PLU taught a great class 
on Lutheranism in relation to the world religions.

This year, the Epiphany season begins January 8 and ends February 26.  Epiphany always focuses us 
on how the light of Christ spreads across the globe, banishing the darkness of our ignorance, fears 
and unfounded assumptions. So Epiphany is the perfect time for us to humbly learn about Islam and 
discover any misperceptions of our Muslim neighbors. 

Watch for these opportunities to do just that:
• Meet with others interested in exploring an ongoing emphasis on this. Thursday, January 5 at 

7PM, after centering prayer and meal, in the library.
• Attend meaty classes on Islam led by Michael Chrzatowski, Sunday mornings between services 

in January and February. Michael has just finished a hugely popular class on Islam at Phinney 
Ridge.  

• Sunday, February 5, Pastor Terry Kyllo, Director of Neighbors in Faith, will preach and lead 
a forum about this Lutheran/Episcopalian ministry and the ways 
they have helped congregations built inter-faith relationships and 
friendships. 

When we do this, we help God create one humanity…, thus making peace, so 
you are no longer strangers and aliens.

What a vision!  May God show us how to be a part of fulfilling this promise, 
revealed in Christ. 

                                                                                                   Pastor Kathy

“For Christ is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups 
into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the 

hostility between us… that he might create in himself one new 
humanity in place of the two, thus making peace…. So then you 

are no longer strangers and aliens. “

-Ephesians 2:14, 19a
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VISION-ALIGNED BUILDING UPDATE

 

WONDERING WHAT’S GOING ON?
Want to see the monthly church council 
minutes?  Love looking over financial 
statements? 

Contact Don Boelter 
Parish Administrator  
administrator@ourredeemers.net 
206-783-7900, x.107 

The Build the Vision…Share the Vision! 
capital campaign officially kicked-off on 
November 5th at the Taste & See Gala. 
Almost 100 attendees were given the 
opportunity to check out revised concept 
design plans prepared by our architects at 
atelierjones llc, and ask questions of and 
express concerns to members of the VAB 
Team about the project..As of December 
21, we have received pledges from 80 
families for a total of $756,150. This is 
94.5% of our $800,000 goal. Thank you to 
all who have pledged your support!

On November 30, the VAB Team met to 
review and discuss congregational feed-
back on the revised concept plans. They 
also looked at initial design ideas for a 
renovated fellowship hall space, including: 
painting, carpeting, new storage spaces, 
and a shower. A follow-up meeting with 
Susan Jones, lead architect, was held on 
December 14 to further discuss fellowship 
hall plans and continued work on overall 
design plans. Atelierjones began the 
permitting process on the fellowship hall 
work on December 15th. If everything 
goes as expected, work on the Fellowship 
Hall could begin as soon as May 1, 2017. 

“Cottage” talks are also being planned by 
the church council and capital campaign 
consultant Steve Olson, to answer 
questions and receive further input on 
the project from congregation members. 

Stay tuned for details in the usual Our 
Redeemer’s communication resources 
about these meetings that will take place in 
February of next year.

If you have not already made a pledge 
to the Build the Vision… Share the 
Vision! campaign and would like to do 
so, pledge cards are available in the 
church pews and church office, or you 
can contact Parish Administrator Don 
Boelter (administrator@ourredeemers.
net, 206-783-7900 x.107). 
Everyone is also highly encouraged to save 
the date for a Congregational Meeting 
on Sunday, March 5th to hear about next 
steps and vote on moving forward with the 
project.

The Vision-Aligned Building Team is: Jim 
Arnold, Andrew Brissette, and Don Boelter 
(Parish Administrator), Pastor Kathy 
Hawks, Mike Hlastala, Kirsten Malone, 
Ryan Mertes, Guy Michaelsen. Questions 
and/or comments can be directed to 
any team member, or by emailing VAB@
ourredeemers.net, or by using the written 
box in the fellowship hall.

 

BUILD THE VISION... SHARE THE VISION!
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Advent and Christmas -- by the Numbers
You’ve noticed there’s a lot going on around here, right?  And we all love the singing and giving and 
celebrating, right?  BUT, do you have any idea how MUCH you make possible?  And how many folks are 
blessed through our faith community?  Take a look.  We’ve surpassed the 12 Days of Christmas, big 
time!

COUNTLESS -- Prayers, Gifts and Acts of Kindness on the Part of our congregation!

2000   Cookies Munched
1800   Worship Bulletins 
  600   Sandwiches Shared with Homeless Folks
  500   Candles Lit
  200   Thanks Giving Feast Meals Made and Enjoyed
  178   Giving Tree Gifts + $600 to Bless People from 2 Charitable Organizations, including Road  
 2Housing  
  166   Sleeping Bags Warming Frigid Bodies
    70   Delicious Ballard Sunday Dinners for Hungry Folks
    61   Choir, Ensemble, Bell and Orchestra Music Makers 
    30   Rehearsals
    26   Turkeys, 6 gallons of gravy + 175 pounds of vegetables for Community Thanks Giving Feast
    23   Carolers Visiting 16 Homebound Members
    16   Advent and Christmas Worship Services    
    12   Lucia Attendants, 2 Star Boys and 1 Tomten and 1 Lucia Bride from Sweden!
      4   Road2Housing Guests Finding There IS Room for Them to Stay at Our Redeemer’s 
      1  GOD, EMMANUEL, who is God-With-Us Always

Cottage Meetings
GET READY FOR THE BIG VOTE!
“Cottage Meetings” Scheduled in February

Yes, we know the election took place last 
November.  BUT, Our Redeemer’s’ big vote will 
occur on March 5 at a congregational meeting 
between services when we approve basic plans 
for our “Vision-Aligned Building” project, and a 
loan amount to underwrite it.

Because this is such a significant investment in 
our mission, our strategic plan and our financial 
future, the Council encourages all members to 
attend one of the scheduled meetings in council 
member homes this February.  Participants 
can review the updated concept drawings, the 
building cost estimate, loan terms and amount, 
amount of Calvary Legacy Funds to be used, 
details on the fellowship hall, and VERY basic 
timelines for start date, etc.

Meetings should not take more than 1 hour.  
Dates and times are still being finalized, but you 
can mark your calendar now for:

Saturday AM, February 4 at Pastor Gretchen’s 
home
Wednesday eve, February 8 at Steve Cromwell’s 
home
Monday, February 13 at Sunset West 
Condominiums, hosted by Jim Arnold
Wednesday, February 15 at Pastor Kathy’s home
Possibly Sunday, February 19 at a brunch place 
after church.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS for these 
conversations and for the congregational 
meeting!  See you there!!
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LUCIAFEST
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

CHRISTMAS EVE
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC

The light of a star led the Magi through the night to the infant Jesus. The light of Christ still shines 
in the darkness for all the nations of the world. In this season, our worship invites us to grow and 
live so we can reflect the light of God’s promise and grace for all people. 

Come sing at 9 AM the new epiphany liturgy composed by Pastor Gretchen and Mitchell Fiend 
(our drummer). At 11AM -- We begin a liturgy called (appropriately enough), Mass of Light.  
We have used this before, but not for quite a while.  If you like liturgy and/or Marty Haugen 
(composer of Holden Evening Prayer and “Now the Feast and Celebration” liturgy). you will 
welcome this service.

Healing Service -   
Reconciling in Christ Sunday 

 j JANUARY 29

Our Redeemer’s healing service is a long-
beloved tradition on fifth Sundays of the month.  
We believe God’s intention is for all people to 
live fully, and in reconciliation with neighbors, 
enemies, allies and strangers. And while a cure 
is not always possible, we can always receive 
Christ’s healing and wholeness.  There will be an 
opportunity for the pastors to pray for individuals 
and individual needs, and also a chance for all of 
us to pray for the healing in our world and our 
nation that we yearn for.  There will be time for 
silence, and a lot of music.  

New Years Day
 j JAN 1 @ 10 AM (ONE SERVICE ONLY)

A great way to begin your year! Worship to close 
the old year trusting that what’s been done has 
been done, and we can let it be...in God’s hands.  
Worship to start afresh, looking expectantly to a 
new day, new joys and new possibilities.  There 
will be special music.  Be sure to come!

Baptism of Our Lord
 j JANUARY 8

If you or someone in your family would like to be 
baptized, please contact Pastor Kathy or Pastor 
Gretchen to learn more, and to prepare.

EPIPHANY

Compline
 j JANUARY 8 @ 8PM

This short, contemplative service offers a 
wonderful respite at the end of the day. Enjoy 
special music, ancient (but easy-tosing) chant, 
and a spoken reflection - all in a relaxed setting in 
our sanctuary.
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Bethel Bible Series
 j WEDNESDAYS @ 1030AM

The Bethel Bible Series is ongoing on Wednesday 
mornings at 10:30 am. in the library. Contact 
Carolyn Swanson if you’re interested.

 

FAITH FORMATION

 j JANUARY 24 @ 7PM - HALE’S ALES  

This month’s topic:  Our faith invites us to trust 
God’s abundance, and see all we have as gift.  But 
our culture teaches scarcity and accumulation. 
How do we move toward giftliving?  Or do 
we even bother trying?

ALL are welcome.  Yummy non-alcoholic 
beverages available -- along with no holds-
barred, honest conversation.

Madonnas Book Group
 j JANUARY 22 @ 4PM

The Madonnas will meet at Janet Woodfield’s 
home we will discuss A Man Called Ove by 
Fredrick Backman. Next month, they will discuss 
The Portable Veblen by Elizabeth McKenzie at a 
place and time to be determined.

VOLUNTEERS always 

appreciated for Kids’ church!   
Email Gretchen: pastor.
gretchen@ourredeemer.net

Family Mission Trip
 j JANUARY 14-16

We will be traveling to Camp Lutherwood in 
Bellingham, staying 2 nights, and doing service 
projects while we are there.  Bring your work 
gloves and a penchant to have fun!  Family 
means all ages, not just kids.  You are invited!  
Cost is $50/person with a $200 cap for families.   
Registration forms are available on the youth 
bulletin board in the narthex.  Deadline for 
registration is January 8!!!
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Creating Time For Life
 j ADULT FORUMS: MARCH 12 & 26 @ 10:10

Do your work and life feel like they are at odds 
with one another? Do you struggle to find the 
time for what is most important to you in your 
life such as your family, your faith, your health? 
Are you overwhelmed?

Please come to discussion with church member 
Kay Sterner, who is also a certified coach.  We’ll 
to talk about the agency you have to make time 
for what is important and what unattainable 
cultural ideals may be holding you back from a 
deeper sense of satisfaction that is grounded in 
your values.

Kay Sterner is certified by the International 
Coach Federation. She has a private practice, 
helping people to integrate their work and lives. 
She also works as a consultant for nonprofits 
and academic institutions, helping them to raise 
money through storytelling and a clear sense 
of mission and vision. In a prior life she earned a 
Master’s Degree in Comparative Religion from 
the UW. 

She grew up in South Dakota and Minnesota and 
has lived in Seattle for nearly 20 years. She lives 
in upper Fremont with her husband, son, 1 dog, 
and 2 cats. In her free time she likes to smell and 
photograph the flowers, read, wander, cultivate 
strong friendships, and cook. Ideally she would 
meditate every day, but she does not. She has 
been a member of Our Redeemer’s since spring 
2016.

Neighbors in Faith:  
Nurturing Relationships Between 
Congregations of Different Faiths

 j SUNDAY, FEB 5 @ OUR REDEEMERS

People of faith and goodwill, including Muslims, 
Christians, Jews, Native Peoples, Hindus 
Buddhists and Sikhs have congregations 
in neighborhoods throughout our country, 
amounting to trillions of dollars.  And yet — 
how much do we relate to one another?  Even 
now, when the need to combat disrespect and 
disinformation is so essential, we often feel at a 
loss about what to do. How to begin.

Neighbors in Faith is a Lutheran/Episcopalian 
ministry that seeks to facilitate neighborly 
relationships between Muslims and other faith 
communities so that together we can build 
stronger communities and engage public issues 
to promote a peaceful world.

Pastor Terry Kyllo (ELCA) currently works for 
Neighbors in Faith in a 2/3’s time position, 
authorized by the NW and SW Washington 
Synods of the ELCA, and the Episcopal Diocese 
of Olympia.  He works with individual Muslims 
and Christians and their faith communities to 
help them find willing partners. They can help 
prepare congregations for relationship with 
each other through consultation, presentations, 
discussions, public events and educational 
materials.

Pastor Kyllo will preach here at both services on 
February 5, and lead an adult forum between 
services to share the kinds of events, activities 

“The problem with the church in Nazi 
Germany was not just a failure to act on 
behalf of the Jews, but a failure to relate to 
them, to recognize them as neighbors.”

-Sam Wells

and relationships Neighbors in Faith has helped 
bring about.  

If you’re hungering for “something to do” about 
our severely divided culture, you won’t want to 
miss learning about Neighbors in Faith.



11Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church

Holy Listening
Holy Listening--Do you want to be more 
intentional about growing in spirit?                                                                                                               

Sharon LeVan is a member of Our Redeemer’s 
and a certified spiritual director. She piloted a 
Holy Listening program with a number of Our 
Redeemers members during the spring and 
summer.  It was very successful. Members 
found connection, community and helped 
develop qualities of listening, receptivity and 
being present to God and one another. One of 
the members called it ‘transformational’.

What Holy Listening Is… 
Group Holy Listening is spiritual direction/
companionship of an individual within in a small 
group.  If you think of spirituality as one’s lived 
relationship with God, then this provides an 
opportunity to create a group that intentionally 
listens and looks for this. Group members 
prayerfully commit themselves to an honest 
relationship with God and with each other, and 
to seeking God’s presence in one another’s lives.  
All sharing is held in confidentiality and periods 
of silence are crucial and deeply honored.  This 
is not group therapy, advising or support.  
Rather, we rely on the Holy Spirit to speak 
through the silence and the group’s combined 
prayerful reflections.

How It Works… 
A group will have 4-6 people and will meet a 
minimum of 4 times, every other week, over 
a total of 8 weeks. Each meeting lasts about 2 
hours provides opportunities to share and to 
listen deeply to one another. Meetings include 
a rhythm of silence, sharing by a person, 
reflection, response and shared silence.  This is 
repeated for each group member.  Groups will 
be facilitated by Sharon LeVan and the program 
is being offered free of charge.

If you are interested or would like to know 
more, please email sharonlevan@hotmail.com or 
call her at 206.783.0500.

Praise for 

HOLY LISTENING
“As a professional listener, being lis-
tened to was a sacred gift. I had a 
feeling of learning something import-
ant, and at the same time expressing 
knowledge that I did not know I had.  
The Holy Spirit was with us as we 
spoke and listened and were silent.”

“I participated in Holy Listening.  I was 
very satisfied with the experience. I 
had a feeling of learning something 
important, and at the same time 
expressing knowledge that I did not 
know I had. The Holy Spirit was with 
us as we spoke and listened and were 
silent.”

“I think one of the best things I can 
say about Holy Listening is that you 
learn peoples stories in a way you 
otherwise never could. A beautiful, 
surprising, incredible gift. And by doing 
so, learn so much about yourself.”

“I wasn’t sure what to expect with 
Holy Listening.  It turned out to be 
a time of quiet, sharing, healing and 
learning about myself through men-
tal imagery from others in the group.  
Our time together always left me filled 
with the Holy Spirit and nourished.”
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Understanding Islam: Popular Teacher Leads 6-Sunday Series
 j JANUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 26

Why should Christians study Islam?  

Reason number one is so we do not bear false 
witness against these neighbors of ours.

Michael Chrzastowski, PhD; MA will help us 
develop a sound and unbiased understanding of 
key elements of Islam’s theology, practice and 
scripture, so that we can assess the accuracy 
of social media and news reports.  The series 
will also examine the similarities and contrasts 
between Islam and Christianity. In addition, the 
series will offer a group visit to the Idriss Mosque 
in northeast Seattle to observe a prayer service 
and tour the mosque.

Michael has taught this class many places, most 
recently at Phinney Ridge Lutheran, where the 
class just kept growing as people heard about 
how good it was.  Michael has a PhD in geology 

and over 30 years experience as a professional 
geologist.  With retirement on the horizon, he 
returned to school to study religion with the 
purpose of a second career as a religion teacher 
— teaching fellow Christians about Islam.  He 
received his MA in religion in 2014 and has 
taught more than 800 people in his many classes.  
He is a member of Faith Lutheran Church in 
Seattle.

Classes will be held in the library and will begin 
at 10:10AM, ending at 10:55AM, beginning 
January 15 and concluding February 26, with 
break for a different, but related, forum on 
February 5 (see below).  

Our Parish Administrator, Don Boelter, who has 
been taking the class at Phinney Ridge, says, “You 
won’t want to miss a minute!”
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Jan 15:   
The Roots and Beginnings of Islam 
Examining the Genesis account of Abraham, 
Hagar and Ishmael; the 6th & 7th century life 
and times of Muhammad; Islamic significance 
of Mecca, Medina and Jerusalem; the first 
seeds of the Sunni and Shi’a division; the 
early spread of Islam.

Jan 22:   
Structure and Content of the 
Qur’an 
How the Qur’an is assembled and its three 
main themes; how the style and message 
of the Qur’an compares to the Bible; what 
the Qur’an says about Jesus; the 99 Names 
of God; examination of how the first sura 
(chapter) of the Qur’an compares to the 
Lord’s Prayer.

Jan 29:   
The Practice of Islam 
What it means to be a Muslim; the Muslim 
testimony of belief; the Five Pillars of Islam 
and the Six Pillars of Faith; components 
of Muslim ritual prayer; the design and 
function of mosques; the Muslim feasts; the 
significance of Ramadan.

Feb 5:   
Neighbors in Faith 
Pastor Terry Kyllo preaches and leads an Adult 
Forum on the Neighbors in Faith Ministry.

Feb 12:   
Islam and the Issue of Violence 
Comparison of violence in the Bible and the 
Qur’an; the so-called “sword verse” of the 
Qur’an; what the Qur’an says about Muslim 
relations with Christians and Jews; the basics 
of Islamic Law (Shari’a) and how Islamic Law 
addresses terrorism.

Feb 19:   
Women in Islam 
How the Qur’an and Islamic law define the 
role of women in society including women’s 
rights and privileges; the role of the hijab 
(veil) in women’s lives; women and the most 
controversial passage in the Qur’an; how and 
why a woman was the first-ever convert to 
Islam.

Feb 24: 
Mosque Field Trip 12:00 - 1:30PM

Feb 26: 
 How the Qur’an Describes 
Salvation 
How the Qur’an records the crucifixion of 
Jesus and how the majority of Muslims 
interpret the text; the Adam and Eve 
story in the Qur’an and how Adam learned 
about forgiveness of sin; the importance of 
Judgment Day in Islam; Muslim perspectives 
of Heaven and Hell.  

Our Redeemer’s endowment fund is underwriting this important and timely class.  Thanks to all 
who have contributed to the fund, and making this possible.

Understanding Islam:
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES
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Service of Remembrance
 j FRI, JAN 6 @ 4PM,  

      CHURCH OF STEADFAST LOVE 

Please join us for a time to remember, honor and 
pray for those who have died on the streets or 
as a result of being homeless. Contact Pr. Kristy 
Daniels at PastorKristy@compasshousingalliance.
org for more information or if you have any 
names to add to the list, or call (206) 474-
1007. For those who would like to contribute, 
we will gratefully accept hygiene items to be 
distributed through our different programs to 
those in need.

 

EARTHCARE / SOCIAL JUSTICE

Why Standing Rock?
 j JANUARY 12 @ 645PM

Laura Stembridge, our pastoral intern, felt a 
deep call to go to be in solidarity with the tribes 
in their right to protect the land and water and 
have a say in how it is used by oil companies and 
corporations. She went to Standing Rock for one 
reason, but once she got there found there was 
so much more -- many unexpected gifts and a 
surprising secondary call: returning one month 
later with over 4,000 other veterans. 

Join her Thursday night, January 12 at 6:45PM 
(following centering prayer) in the library to hear 
her experiences.  Chili will be served. Please bring 
your own beverage.  All are welcome! Ballard Sunday Dinners

 j EVERY 3RD SUNDAY

As a part of an ecumenical effort to feed people in 
need in Ballard, we plan, cook, serve, and clean up 
a meal every third Sunday at Ballard First Lutheran 
Church.  If you are interested in helping we always 
are looking for people.  Shifts are 2-3 hours, and very 
fun and rewarding.  To sign up, contact Margaret 
Wetter at margaretwetter@comcast.net.  Our next 
date is January 15! 

If you would like to sign up to help serve, please 
visit this link at Sign Up Genius.  (http://www.
signupgenius.com/go/30e084daea62ea1fe3-
ballard)   
 

You’ll need a login, but it’s easy and simple to find 
jobs and times.   

Also, if you’d like to help fund this operation and 
defray some of the costs that Ballard First has 
taken on to host this great venture, you can donate 
money through crowdrise: https://www.crowdrise.
com/ballard-sunday-dinners-for-our-homeless-
neighbors.   
 

It says the money goes to Amazing Grace Spiritual 
Center because they are our fiscal agent.  Any 
donation is helpful!
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Mark Your Calendars!
February 11 - Auction-- Love and Be Loved!

April 28-30 - Earthcare Retreat
May Youth Weekend @ Holden Village - Date TBD

July 10-14 VBS!
July 24-28 Confirmation Camp @Lutherhaven!

Sandwich Sunday
 j JANUARY 22ND BETWEEN SERVICES

Join us in making sandwiches for those in need. 
The more people, the quicker it gets done. Last 
month we dropped approx. 600 sandwiches off 
at Peter’s Place!

Rainy Day Hike
 j JANUARY 21ST @ 9AM

Take some time to enjoy nature and good 
company as we hike around Bowman Bay. Meet 
in the church parking lot and we’ll go together.

Interfaith Exploration
 j JANUARY 5TH @ 7PM

Concerned about the way different racial 
and political groups are being pitted against 
one another lately? Wondering what might 
be possible to do as an individual and as a 
congregation to overcome barriers and improve 
relationships? If so, please let Pastor Kathy know 
and come to the initial conversation, Thursday, 
January 5 @ 7pm.
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MILESTONES

January Birthdays
1 Stephanie Kreshel 
2 Ryan Brady 
2 Carleen See 
3 Blanche Anderson 
3 Robin Bennett 
5 Elyse Allen 
5 Erica Prentice 
6 Matthew Anderson 
7 Mark Buening 
7 Mildred O’Neal 
8 Annelise Glover 
8 Liz Wagner 
9 Paula Hlastala 
10 Rocco Lenihan 
12 Marie Nordquist-Lessard 

12 Charlie See 
13 Carole Trigstad 
14 Joshua Liljenstolpe 
14 Arlene Templin 
15 Chloe Dixon 
15 Colette Duke 
15 Dave Pelto 
15 Joe Saldin 
15 Oscar Somm 
17 Miriam Neu 
18 Siri Longaker 
18 Larry Lundberg 
22 Dorothy Egaas 
22 Quinn McCormick 
22 Paul Wallstrom 

23 Max Olson 
23 Erica Orr 
24 Tyler Thomas 
25 Heather Cook 
25 Janice LaBrash 
27 Lars Anderson Sveum  

 Hanson 
27 Jonah Hlastala 
28 Linda Oswald 
29 Don Simpson 
30 Ruby Brantner 
30 Annette White 
31 Wyatt Davies-Kang 

 

COMMUNITY

Thanks be to God for...
Elsie WIshon who passed away on October 24th.  Our prayers surround her husband Robert Wishon.

Births

Send Visitor submissions 
to Jonath Ochs at 
communications@
ourredeemers.net

Ingrid Elin Brissette, arrived on Wed, Dec 7th at 2:07pm. She weighed 7 lbs 13 oz and was 19”.
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Her mother, Anna Nickolina Anderson was born in 
Norway and came over to America on a boat with 
her two sisters.  Her sisters died on the way over 
and were buried in Quebec, Canada.  Her mother 
lived to be 103 years old. Her father, William Jay 
Pickett, was a builder in South Dakota. Her mother 
was working in a restaurant in Brookings when she 
met William Pickett.  Because Anna worked in a 
restaurant, William thought she would be a good 
cook and make a good wife. 

She walked about one mile to a public school in 
Brookings.  During her childhood, Ruby attended 
“a big church” -- the First Lutheran Church in 
Brookings, South Dakota.

After high school, Ruby attended college at South 
Dakota State in Brookings.  She took babysitting 
jobs to help pay for college.  She became a 
teacher and taught high school English and Home 
Economics in South Dakota. She earned $90.00 a 
month.  She lived in different people’s houses and 
helped pay for food.

In 1941, Ruby took off for Wrangell, Alaska to 
teach school. It was a territory at the time and it 
was during the war.  She came on a boat with 3 
other women.  The superintendent met them at 
the boat and told them he would help them find a 
place to live.  They rented two apartments, with 
two in each apartment.  

One of the women decided to have a wine party 
with snacks.  John Brantner was invited, so Ruby 
met John at the party.  Since neither of them liked 
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to dance, they played cards, and got to know each 
other.  John was working as the Captain of the Port 
in Wrangell, Alaska.  They also went to USO parties. 
She found out that John was one of eight children 
and the only child in his family to go to college.  He 
borrowed money from a woman and his father and 
paid it off before they got married.

John and Ruby were married June 15, 1943.  
They had three children:  Betty, born in 1946 in 
Ketchikan, AK, Tom, born in 1948 in Ketchikan, AK, 
and Steve, born in Juneau, AK in 1952. Betty passed 
away several years ago of cancer.

by Nancy Oldenkamp

Ruby Lenore Pickett was born on January 30, 
1917 in Brookings, South Dakota.  She is the 
oldest of 4 children.  She had two sisters, 
Muriel and Vivian, who have passed away, 
and one brother, Roger, 86, who is still living 
in Brookings, South Dakota. Since Ruby was 
the oldest child, she took care of her younger 
sisters and brother.
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Love and Be Loved
 j FEBRUARY 11 @ 5PM

Our twelfth annual church auction is early this 
year!  Save the date: February 11th, 2017.  
Hosted again at the Easy Monkey Taphouse, 
our theme, “Love and Be Loved” will bring us to 
the city of romance -  Paris!  All the proceeds 
and fun of this event support our general fun 
and operating costs, and it is a joy to be able to 
celebrate the ministries of our congregation as 
well as get some excellent rewards.  

We are looking for volunteers to help with: set-
up, decorating, clean up, bartending, dessert 

donors, bid recorders, hors d’oeuvres 
donations, and donation counters!  Please 
contact Stephanie Fowler if you are able 
to participate.

If you have an item, tickets to sporting 
events, experience or service to donate 
to the live auction, please contact Jodi 
Somm or Jerri Harden.

Consider sponsoring a table of 8!  This 
is a great way to invite your friends to 
experience just how fun your community 
of faith can be.  Tickets are $50, and 
can be purchased online at www.
ourredeemers.net/donate/  .

Because Federal Employees could only stay in 
a foreign country for five years, John and Ruby 
decided to move to Seattle.  They drove  to Seattle 
with three kids in a station wagon, which was a 
real undertaking.  They were exhausted when 
they arrived. They bought a house close to Green 
Lake in about 1958 where Ruby has lived ever 
since.  John worked at the Immigration Service in 
downtown Seattle for many years. He passed away 
in 2005. They were married 52 years.

Ruby loves living in her house and loves the 
location.  She has five caretakers that help care 
for her, including Tamara Anderson, a member of 
Our Redeemer’s, and Wanda Moats, one of our 
Road2Housing Guests.  Ruby comes to church 
every week and goes out shopping with one of 
her caretakers every other week. She makes out 
a grocery list and “walks” with her feet around 
the store in a wheel chair. She also goes out for a 
massage once a week, which makes her feel good 
all over.  She loves to read and talk to people on 
the phone. She is a real inspiration to all of us.  
Congratulations, Ruby for 100 years of living!  We 
love you! When asked “What do you attribute your 
longevity to?” Ruby said: “My mother lived to be 
103 – I am still here – that’s it!”
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