Living Generously: October 2017
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WEEK 1: CELEBRATION
The first week is about celebration, specifically reflections on how God has invited us to the feast (Table) of grace. We are seeking to remind ourselves of God’s abundance and faithfulness. Through cultivating gratitude we become more aware of God’s faithfulness and abundance.
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WEEK 2: TRUST
Prayer is conversation, a dialogue with God. It is being in the presence of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We are called to pray for healing from
ways we don’t trust in God’s abundance and generosity. This call to generosity is counter-cultural! God calls us to live as God’s, and not Ceaesar’s.
How does this call to generosity inspire healing in your life?
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Living Generously: November 2017
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WEEK 3: ABUNDANCE
Abundance means that there is enough. Living out of abundance does not mean hoarding resources. Like the Israelites were given manna from
heaven when they were in the desert, there was always enough for each day, but it isn’t to be stockpiled unnecessarily. Consider and reflect on
this offering prayer: “Teach us, in our abundance, not to build a higher wall, but instead, to set a longer table, where all are invited.”
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WEEK 4: COURAGE
God calls us beloved (and says again and again that we belong with God and are worthy of that love and belonging without having to do more
or less -- we are enough) and has invited us all to his table (God acted first and our action is a response to God’s action). Trusting in God’s
faithfulness, and desiring to respond to God by loving and serving God with everything we’ve got, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be
courageously giving of ourselves.
Courage is tied to being willing to be challenged, to go outside of one’s comfort zone. It is willingness to take risks and not just do the same things
over and over and over. Courage is also tied to growth, being willing to grow more into little Christs -- growing and becoming more like Jesus.
How does his life reflect courage in giving of his time, talent, and treasure? What did courage in generosity look like in the lives of the saints who
we respect and admire? How have those saints influenced us, in our generosity?
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